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Syrian vice-president ends Iran visit 

Syrian Vfce-Piysident Abdul Halim Kbaddam said at 
Ibe epaof a three-day visa to Iran Tuesday Tehran wanted to resolve 
racefofly a tun tonal dispute with, the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
Teteaa K atflo said. “Syria is mediating between Iran and the UAE. The 
ur^esaon is that Iran seriously wants the existing problems to be 
resolved throurii political negotiations," it quoted Mr. Khnddam as 
saying. The radio said Mr. Khaddam described his talks with Iranian 
a s “ve ty fruitf ul . ** But it did not say if the talks had produced any 
concrete nsnh in defusing tensions in Iran's relations with Gulf Arab 
states and Egypt. Iran last year tightened its control over Abu Musa 
. island, .which it has shared with UAE meraebr Sharjah since 1971. Gulf 
Arab states then charged. Iran with annexation and demanded Tehran 
nve Abn Musa and two nearby islands. Iran has said it wilt never give op 
1S ^* *“ ** A™ demands are inspired by “enemies of 

, Islam. The radio quoted Iranian Vrce-Presidem Hassan Habibi as saying 
Iran sought £ood relations with its neighbours but considered Gulf Arab 
leaden positions in the dispute at odds with their calls for closer ties. 
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French franc survives pressure 

LONDON (R) — The French franc survived pressure from speculators 
Tuesday but dealers appear to be keeping their powder dry to see if the 
Bundesbank cuts German interest rates Thursday to help the embattled 
French currency. The French and German authorities issued a joint, 
statement to demonstrate their support for the franc’s parities with the* 
mark in the European Community's exchange rate mechanism (ERM). 
France followed the communique by ending its five- to 10-day lending rate 
of 10 per cent and offering emergency funds at 12 per cent to shore up the 1 
weakening currency. But private economists said the bid to head off 
attempts by dealers to force a franc devaluation had done little more than 
buy time for the franc. “The pressure for devaluation is still there," said 
lan Harnett, chief economist at Societe Generate Strauss Turnbull. 
Dealers said they had not seen Banque du France or the Bundesbank 
intervening as they had done on Monday but added that the central banks 
were prowling in the wings. A senior Bonn official said the Bundesbank 
spent 3.5 billion marks ($2.1 billion) in its intervention to bolster the franc 
Monday. 
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Shevardnadze 
wants peacekeepers 

TBILISI; Georgia (R) — Geor- 
gian leader Eduard Shevardnadze 
has asked the United Nations to 
send peacekeeping forces to quell 
fighting in die breakaway Black 
Sea region of Abkhazia, a par- 
liamentary statement said Tues- 
day. The statement said Mr. She- 
vardnadze also asked U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
to insist on neutrality from neigh- 
bouring countries. The tiny 
Transcaucasian state's most 
powerful neighbour is Russia. 
Hundreds of people have been 
killed in the Georgia- Abkhazian 
conflict since August when Geor- 
gia responded to local demands 
for greater sovereignty by send- 
ing in troops. 

Judge in Honecker 
trial removed 

BERLIN (AP) — The chief 
judge in the manslaughter trial of 
former East German leader Erich 
Honecker has been removed 
from the proceedings because of 
possible prejudice, a court 
spokesman said Tuesday. 
Although the trial will reconvene 
Thursday, the decision is a set- 
back for prosecutors. Doctors 
predict the 80-year-old former 
communist boss win die of liver 
cancer before a verdict can be 
reached. Mr. Honecker is 
charged with manslaughter stem- 
ming from the deaths of east 
Germans killed while trying to 
See to west Germany. Court 
spokesman Bruno Rautenberg 
said Chief Judge Hansgeorg 
Braeutigam would be replaced by 
one of the two assistant judge in 
the trial. An alternate judge who 
has been following the proceed- 
ing will then join the three-judge 
panel. There are also two lay 
jurors. 'Defence lawyers and the 
attorneys for the victims’ families 
claimed Mr. Braeutigam - com- 
promised himself by passing mi a 
request for Mr. Honecker's auto- 
graph from one of the alternate 
jurors Dec. 21. A panel of judges 
from Berlin's district court 
agreed, removing Mr. Braeuti- 
gam because of worries about 
prejudice. 

Arab League chief in 
Kuwait on PoWs 

KUWAIT (R) — The Arab 
League secretary-general arrived 
in Kuwait Tuesday to discuss 
efforts to trace Kuwaiti nationals 
listed as missing since the Gulf 
war. The Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) said Esmat Abdul 
Megrrid would meet Kuwait's 
Foreign Minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmad A1 Jaber A1 Sabah to 
discuss last month's visit to Bagh- 
dad by Arab League envoy 
Rachid Driss. .The Iraqis invited 
Mr. Driss to return to discuss the 
matter further. KUNA said. 
Kuwait says hundreds of prison- 
ers of war are still held captive in 
Iraq.- Baghdad says it no longer 
holds any Kuwaiti prisoners. 

Evictee takes exam 
at Lebanon camp 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — K haled Zuweid — uni- 
versity student and evictee — sat 
for his final exam in the history of 
the Ottoman empire in front of 
Tent 45. Two university instruc- 
tors supervised him as other eric- 
tees cooked and washed nearby 
in the icy South Lebanon to 
which Israel expelled them all last 
month. “Tell them we have 
turned the camp into a universi- 
ty," Dr. Abdul Fatah A! 
Ouwais, who prepared the exam, 
told Reuters. “If we can get 
books, we will open classes to our 
students right here." Mr. Ouwaisi 
was Zuweid ’s history teacher at 
Hebron University in the West 
Bank. 


Germans split over 
sending troops 
abroad 

BONN (R) — ■ Germans are even- 
ly divided over Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s determination to send 
armed troops abroad on United 
Nations peace-keeping missions, 
*n opinion poll released Tuesday 
showed. It showed that 44 per 
cent of the people polled believed 
that the role of the German 
Armed forces should remain K- 
hatcdlo defending Germany or 
other allied states from attack. 
An. equal number supported 
sending German troops on TJ.N. 
peace-keeping operations. 


Deputies expected to 
endorse draft budget 
despite fierce criticism 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 
and Masa AJonl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament is scheduled to vote 
on the draft budget for 1993 
Wednesday with observers ex- 
pecting a vote of confidence on 
the document despite - the critic- 
ism it received from the majority 
of deputies. 

The draft budget will be put to 
vote after the House listens to the 
government's response to de- 
puties' speeches. 

Fifty-one deputies took the 
floor in the Last three days to 
voice their views on the draft 
budget, with the majority of them 
criticising government policies on 
poverty, unemployment, taxation 
and agriculture and showering it 
with demands for services and 
projects in their constituencies. 

Deputies also lashed at the 
implementation of economic poli- 1 
des designed in accordance with 
the “instructions" of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
demanded reform of a govern- 
ment bureaucracy they charged is 
infested with inefficiency, nepot- 
ism and abuse of office. 

Most of the 22 deputies who 
spoke in Tuesday *s session 
echoed complaints and accusa- 
tions made by other parliamenta- 
rians earlier. 

Deputies said poverty was fast 


spreading in the country and 
blamed government for burden- 
ing limited-income citizens with 
heavy taxes despite the increased 
cost of living. 

G aiming an unfair government 
distribution of development 
funds and investment projects 
among govern orates and citizens, 
many deputies warned of a nega- 
tive soda] impact of pushing peo- 
ple into the allays of poverty. 

“The continuous deterioration 
of living standards... and the fast 
eroding purchasing power of in- 
comes is one of the major ele- 
ments destabilising social secur- 
ity," Balqa Deputy Fouzi 
Tuaimeh said, echoing an alarm 
made by other deputies. 

Mr. Tuaimeh reiterated 
charges of other parliamentarians 
in claiming that government was 
concentrating its investments in 
Amman at the expense of other 
regions in the Kingdom. 

Deputies called for emphasis- 
ing productive investments in its 
economic policy to provide more 
job opportunities and reduce its 
dependence on imports. They 
criticised rising imports and urged 
more attention to the agricultural 
sector. 

And even though there were 
many calls for reforming gover- 
nent bureaucracy, some deputies 
came to the defence of the minis- 
ter of social development and the 
National Aid Fund, which the 


House's Finance Committee, said 
were following unfair policies in 
the distribution of their funds 
among citizens. 

The committee said the minis- 
ter was allocating more funds to 
bis home governorate, Mafraq. 

“We should not target one 
minister," freshman Deputy 
Mohammed A1 Azaideh (Mada- 
ba) said. Mafraq Deputy Nawaf 
AJ Khawaldeh also defended the 
minister, saying that Mafraq, 
which, he said, has the largest 
rate of poverty in the Kingdom, 
received its fair share of govern- 
ment assistance without any 
favouritism. 

“I have reservations about the 
committee’s (charge) which was 
made by the committees presi- 
dent only, that ... claimed the 
minister of social development 
was abusing office for personal 
ambitions," Mr. Khawaldeh said. 

He said this “unfair accusation 
gives Mafraq residents the im- 
pression “that (the charge was 
motivated by) personal grudges.” 

“Why was the minister singled 
out?” he said. 

Many deputies Tuesday casti- 
gated the IMF and charged that 
its “bankrupt” policies aimed to 
consolidate its hold of the fate of 

See page 3 for excerpts from 
deputies* speeches 

(Contfaiued on Page 5) 


103rd US. 
Gpngress 
in office 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Gavels 
banged the 103rd U.S. Congress 
into session Tuesday, as record ■ 
numbers of female, black and** 
Hispanic lawmakers gathered 
amid pledges of action and 
change. 

Both the House of Representa- 
tives and Senate convened at- 
predsely noon local time, as re- 
quired by the constitution. The 
proceedings began under the gaze 
of visitors’ galleries packed with 
lawmakers’ families, friends and 
constituents. 

“The Senate will come to 
order,” Vice-President Dan 
Quayle shouted four times over 
the din in the Senate chamber as 
be banged the gavel. The vtee- 
President presides over the cham- 
ber. 

The house was ga veiled to busi- 
ness by House clerk Donnald 
Anderson. 

Just hours before being sworn 
into office, some of the House’s 
110 freshmen — the chamber’s 
biggest group of newcomers in 44 
years — agreed that the country’s 
economic problems bad to be 
addressed. But like their veteran 
(Continued on Page 5) 


Arab ministers 
condemn terrorism 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Arab In- 
terior ministers condemned all 
forms of terrorism Tuesday but 
stopped short of pointing the 
finger of blame- at Muslim fun- 
damentalist militants or their 
backers. 

Egypt, Algeria and Tunisia, 
each fighting a sustained fun- 
damentalist challenge, urged the 
■ Arab League meeting Monday to 
create a united front to fight 
Muslim extremists across the 
Arab World. 

The 16 ministers attending the 
two-day meeting unanimously 
adopted a statement condemning 
’‘terrorism in all its forms, 
methods and sources, and all 
forms of its material and moral 
support." 

Delegates said ministers from 
countries facing no fundamental- 
ist challenge, opposed any word- 
ing associating Islam with terror- 
ism’ destruction and criminal 
acts. 

’There was a compromise 
mads possible by Saudi Arabia, 
Tunisia and even Sudan in order 
to issue a statement worded in 
such a way that each country can 
interpret it according to its 
national interests," one delegate 
from a Gulf country said. 


Th&c.agpnda for the meeting 
spoke^of an 'Arab security plan 
for the next five years. The 
adopted resolutions made no spe- 
cific mention of - this. 

The ministers, the final state- 
ment said, had “decided... to 
reinforce combined Arab action 
to confront acts of violence and 
terrorism which threaten the 
security and the stability of any 
Arab country.” 

The ' statement did not name 
Muslim fundamentalist groups 
fighting the governments of 
Egypt, Algeria and, to a lesser 
extent, Tunisia. 

It did not name countries tradi- 
tionally accused of giving mate- 
rial or moral support to the Mus- 
lim activists. 

The condemnation, it said, had 
its rootsia a belief “in the princi- 
ples and values the Islamic Sharia 
which-caDs for the condemnation 
of alEJprms of injustice, aggres- 
sion and crime." 

4 Tehran Radio, in a commen- 
tary Tuesday, accused the meet- 
ing of acting in “complete coor- 
dination with the West" to fight 
the spread of “revolutionary 
Islam.” 

{Continued on Page 5) | 



King and Queen return home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor returned home 
from London Tuesday after a 
several day private visit to the 
United Kingdom. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were received upon 
arrival by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Royal family members. Also 
receiving the King and Queen 
were Prime Minister Sharif 


Zeid Ben Shaker, Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, Royal 
Court Chief Khaled AJ KaraJci, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'ad Ben Zeid, Private 
Chamberlain Prince Ali Ben 
Nayef, Cabinet ministers, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and directors of the 
General Intelligence and Gvil 
Defence departments. 

Returning with Their Majes- 


ties were Their Royal Highnes^ 
ses Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hus- 
sein, Princess Alia A1 Faisal 
and Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad. 

King Hussein underwent 
medical checkup? last month at 
the Mayti clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, . where he had 
surgery Iasi summer. He then 
made the private visit to Eng- 
land. 


U.S. studies 
‘options’ on 
Iraq missiles 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States Tuesday ex- 
pressed concern at Iraq’s deploy- 
ment of anti-aircraft missiles in 
the southern “no-fly” zone, and 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said Washington was 
considering how to respond. 

“We're monitoring the mis- 
siles. We're very concerned. 
We're still considering our op- 
tions,” he said during a visit to 
the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point, New York, with 
President George Bush. 

The Defence Department con- 
firmed that Iraq had moved addi- 
tional surface-to-air missiles into 
the southern “no-fly'' zone, 
where an American fighter jet 
shot down an Iraqi MiG fighter 
last month. 

Pentagon spokesman Bob Hall 
warned Iraq against turning on 
the missile targeting radars 
against U.S. reconnaissance and 

(Continued on Page 5) 


Tanker 
spills 
oil off 
Scotland 

SUMBURGH, Scotland (Agen- 
cies) — A stricken tanker ran 
aground in a storm Tuesday and 
poured oil onto the coast of 
northern Scotland’s Shetland Is- 
lands, raising fears of an ecologic- 
al disaster. 

Abandoned by cfew after an 
engine failure; .'lire Liberian- 
registered Braer hit rocks in 
heavy seas, threatening to devas- 
tate wildlife colonies. 

The tanker carried 84,500 ton- 
nes of crude oil, twfce as much as 
spilled by the Exxon Valdez tank- 
er in Alaska four^years ago. 

1 “It is going "tb'-tfe virtually 
impossible to avert a major en- 
vironmental disaster," said Paul 
Horsraan of the environmental 
group Greenpeace. 

Efforts to con tain' pollution and 
save the remote region's abun- 
dant bird and marine life were 
hampered by gale-force winds of 
up to 100 kilometres per hour. 

“Some oil is leaking from the 
forward tanks. But we cannot get 
aircraft into the air so we don't 
know exactly the extent of die 
leak,” said a spokeswoman for 
the marine pollution control unit 
in L«idon. 

She said it was difficult to 
predict how much oil would spill 
or how quickly it would break up. 

■ Tt is light crude oil, so in a way 
that may actually- help - because it 
breaks up quite easily. So the 
weather might deal with the prob- 
lem for us,” she said. 

Shetland police sealed off the 
headland for fear of an explosion. 

Press Association, the British 
national news agency, reported 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel stands firm on expulsion 
despite threat of new U.N. move 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel said Tuesday 
it stood by its decision to expel 
415 Palestinians to Lebanon de- 
spite a threat by the U.N. 
secretary-general to recommend 
action to force their return. 

The men, exiled for alleged 
links to militant groups, have 
been left in an icy area for 19 
days. Both Israel and Lebanon 
have disclaimed responsibility for 
the men. 

Israeli spokesmen said Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali he welcomed a proposal to 
send a U.N. envoy to Israel, the 
second in two weeks. 

Dr. Ghali told the U.N. Secur- 


ity Council Monday that he may 
have to recommend, “further 
steps” should this second mission 
also fail to secure the evictees* 
return as demanded by a Dec. 18 
council resolution. 

“The policy of the government 
of Israel is that the act of removal 
was used in order to protect 
Israelis as well as Palestinians and 
this act was accomplished and the 
government is standing behind its 
decision,” spokesman Oded Ben- 
Ami said. 

“We said we are going to wel- 
come the special envoy. We will 
hear him. We wilt tell him what is 
on our mind and that is it for 
now,” said Mr. Ben-Ami, the 
defence ministry spokesman. 


Israeli media quoted govern- 
ment officials as saying the visit 
by Chinmaya Gharekhan — Dr. . 
Ghali's special political adviser 
and representative to Middle 
East multilateral peace talks — 
would at least delay any further 
Security Council action which 
could include a threat of sanc- 
tions. 

Israeli officials declined com- 
ment on Dr. Ghali’s threat except 
to say that all issues would be 
addressed during Mr. 
Gharekhan’s visit. 

Raphael Ganzou said Mr. 
Garekhan was to meet Israel's 
U.N. ambassador Gad Yaacobi 

(Continued on Page 5) 


Agreement eludes 
Somali warlords 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said Tuesday warring 
Somali factions had failed to 
agree on holding a peace confer- 
ence. 

But Dr. Ghali said exploratory 
talks in Addis Ababa, which he 
said had made progress all the 
same, had been extended by a 
third day to end Wednesday. 

“They still have not agreed on 
the venue and the date of the 
conference — neither who will 
participate,” he told reporters. * 

The U.N. -sponsored meeting 
in the Ethiopian capital had still 
made some progress in setting up 
a committee of three warlords to 
discuss when and where further 
talks should be held, be said. 

“The glass is half full, because 
we have been able to create a 


peace process,” he said. “There 
bad been no contact between 
Somali leaders because they were 
m different places. 

In what many saw as a qualified 
success, the talks brought 
together the largest gathering 
ever of warlords who plunged 
Somalia into chaos two years ago 
and helped spark a famine in 
which at least 350,000 people 
have died. 

The roundtable slid towards 
collapse earlier on Tuesday when 
a group led by warlord Moham- 
mad Aideed accused the U.N. of 
misinformed meddling in Somali 
politics. 

General Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance said in a state- 
ment: “U.N. bureaucrats, from 

' (Continued on Page 5) 


Shots fired 
at tourists 
in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Less than a 
month after the government laun- 
ched a massive drive to crush 
Muslim extremists, shots were 
fired Tuesday near two buses 
carrying German and Japanese 
tourists in southern Egypt. 

No casualties were reported in 
the shooting incident, the first 
involving foreign tourists this 
year. 

Last year, extremists carried 
out 21 attacks against tourists 
killing one foreigner and wound- 
ing eight others. 

There was conflicting informa- 
tion about whether the tourist 
buses had been targeted in Tues- 
day's shooting. 

(Continued on Page 5) 


CB J restates warning to 
groups soliciting capital 
without its permission 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Central 
IBank of Jordan (CBJ) Sunday 
reiterated its wanting to a 
U.S. -based establishment 
against solid ting investments 
from Jordanians. But an offi- 
cial of the American-based 
group said its activities were 
“Islamic charity” and was 
going ahead with its plans. 

“We have seen more than 
one advertisement in the local 
newspapers inviting invest- 
ments from Jordanians and our 
warning was dearly aimed at 
tins company.” said CBJ Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Saed AI 
Nabulsi. 

■The advertisements, which 
referred to Islamic concepts of 
investment, looked “suspi- 


cious’' and hence the warning 
* to the public. Dr. Nabulsi said. 

But Ahmad Ghaitb, an offi- 
cial of the International Islamic 
Project (IIP) which had placed 
the advertisements, said he 
was not aware that the CBJ 
warning was targe tted at his 
establishment. 

“We are in the process of 
registering a regional office in 
Amman, and we have not been 
told that we were the target of 
the CBJ warning," he told the 
Jordan Times m a telephone 
interview from his hotel room 
in Amman. 

The CBJ first issued an in- 
direct wanting to the public 
Sunday against dealing with 
“irresponsible parties which 
try to attract investments out- 
side the Kingdom without 
obtaining CBJ approval.” 



Mo hamma d Saeed Al Nabulsi 


The warning, which did not 
name the “irresponsible par- 
ties,” said such invitations 
were in violation of the rules 
and regulations of the Central 
Bank and “people promoting 
these projects without its 
approval... will be subject to 
legal proceedings.” 

Speaking to the Jordan 

i 

(Continued on Page 5) 


Newspaper exchange reveals new 
information on 1989 Ma’ an riots 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A controversial 
statement by a leading Jordanian 
politician and deputy has re- 
vealed new information and shed 
new light on the Ma’an riots in 
1989 which led to the downfall of 
then Prime Minister Zeid Rifai’s 
government and the onset of the 
“new age of democracy in Jor- 
dan.” 

Two former officials, the gov- 
ernor and police chief of Ma'ati at 
the time, published letters in the 
Arabic daily Al Rai Tuesday criti- 
cising the leader of the newly- 
licenced Al Mustaqbal Party, 
Sulaiman Arar, for comments he 
made in an interview with an 
Arabic daily last week over 
events leading to the riots in the 
south of Jordan. 

In this interview with Al Rai 


newspaper, Mr. Arar, who is a 
former deputy prime minister and 
ex-speaker of the Lower House, 
had laid blame for the Ma'an riots 
on the then governor who. he 
said, would not receive drivers of 
“service” taxis who wanted to 
complain about a Cabinet deci- 
sion to raise the prices of fuel 
“but didn't find anyone who- will 
listen to them.” 

Mr. Arar, whose interview was " 
published as part of a series of 
articles on emerging political par- 
ties in the country, added that the 
drivers were "threatened and 
then police started taking their 
car keys from them and that is 
when the clashes began.” 
However, the former ’ gov- 
ernor, Mr. Jamal Moumani, and 
the police chief, retired ■ 
Brigadier-General Ghazi 
Zureiqi, rebutted Mr. Arar’s ver- 
sion or the story, saying that the 


governor was waiting to meet 
with the drivers on the morning 
of April 17, 1989, but that the 
meeting never materialised be- 
cause a riot had started by that 
time. 

Mr. Moumani said he was 
especially hurt by Mr. Arar's 
recount of the events of that 
morning because Mr. Arar’s ex- 
perience as an interior minister- 
for many years “should make him 
more conscious of being accurate 
on issues that touch the nation* 
and its citizens.'' 

Mr. Arar, who hails from 
Ma’an, had served as minister of 
the interior with former Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran in the 
seventies and early eighties. He 
was asked in the Al R’ai inter- 
view whether he had anything to 
do with the riots in Ma’an, since 
he was a political opponent of 
Mr. Rifai. but he denied any 


responsibility saying he was 
travelling in Europe at the time 
and had nothing to do with the 
riots. 

The most controversial ele- 
ment to the riots, which lasted for 
only five days and spread from 
the city of Ma’an to other cities ih 
central and northern Jordan, was 
the security apparata’s handling 
of the rioters, which were accused 
of being responsible for the un- 
necessary death of eight people 
including two security officers. 
Another 89, including 47 security 
officers were wounded. 

At the time, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan told 
reporters that one of the reasons 
it took too long to contain the 
situation in the south was the use 
of limited force by the security 
forces to avoid “a robust fi refight 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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announces censorship, special courts 



ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's 
army-backed government 
announced imminent censorship 
of press reports on security mat- 
ters Tuesday and inaugurated 
special courts to impose excep- 
tionally harsh sentences on Muslim 
extremists. 

"News of a security nature will 
veiy soon be submitted to an 
embargo and will not be publish- 
able without the stamp of the 
competent services.” government 
spokesman Messaoud Ait Challai 
told local journalists. 

Justice Minister Mohammad 
Teguia announced late Monday 
that three courts created by de- 
cree last October to crack down 
on cases of ’■subversion” and 
■‘terrorism" "were ready to start 
work under anonymous judges. 

l : nder the decree, they must 
impose the death penalty for off- 
ences which would normally get 
life imprisonment and life for 
those ordinarily punishable by 10 
to 2D years jail. They must double 
al! other jail terms. 

Mr. Teguia said he had told the 
courts he expected “scrupulous 
application of the law towards the 
authors of acts of terrorism and 


people implicated.'' 

He reminded the courts that 
Islamic militants had killed 
police, soldiers, para-military 
gendarms and civilians. 

Authorities blame members of 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
outlawed after it was poised to 
win general elections in 1991, for 
killing more than 210 members of 
the security forces in 1992. 

More than 1,200 people 
arrested in the past two months as 
suspected militants are likely to 
appear before the courts, facing 
sentences ranging from a mini- 
mum five years' jail to execution 
by firing squad. 


journalists that the newspaper 
had not given them time to de- 
ploy forces to track the killers or 
contact the families of the dead 


In a case illustrating govern- 
ment concern about reporting of 
security matters, six journalists 
spent their third day in cells on 
Tuesday for reporting the killings 
last week of five para-military 
gendarmes. 

The facts have not been chal- 
lenged but their newspaper Al 
Watan was suspended for "prem- 
ature” reporting of events in a 
place covered by "national de- 
fence secrecy." 

The gendarmerie told Algerian 


men. 

They also said the source of the 
report must have been the killers 
or a "mole" in the security ser- 
vices, newspapers said. 

Mr. Challai denied that cen- 
sorship would be aimed at muz- 
zling the press. 

'“But there are limits which 
must not be passed and these ... 
go to the superior interests of the 
nation and respect for those who 
daily, at the cost of their life, 
defend the unity and durability of 
the nation," he said. 


The decree creating the new 
courts defines the crimes they are 
to punish as any offence against 
the “security of the state, territo- 
rial integrity, stability and normal 
functioning of institutions" which 
involves acts affecting personal 
security or property or undermin- 
ing state symbols. 

The three courts are based in 
the capital Algiers and the east- 
ern and western cities of Oran and 
Constantine. 

Each court will have five 


judges, who cannot be named. 
Anyone divulging anything 
enabling them to be identified 
will be jailed for two to five years. 

On Monday, an ordinary court 
in Annaba sentenced two men to 
three years jail for possessing 
subversive tracts. 

Interior Minister Mohammad 
Hardi, who is attending a Tunis 
conference of Arab interior 
ministers aimed at forming an 
Arab front against fundamental- 
ist violence, said Monday the 
whole Arab World was 
threatened by terrorism using 
Islam as an excuse. 

He said Algeria, Tunisia and 
Egypt had been chosen as prime 
targets because of their strategic 
situations and growing problems. 

The government, which has 
steadily escalated its fight against 
the militants, slapped an indefi- 
nite night curfew last month on 
the capital Algiers and six nearby 
provinces and arrested scores of 
suspects. 

The official news agency APS 
said on Sunday 69 "terrorists” 
had been seized in the latest 
round-up preparing to attack 
security forces. 



BETHLEHEM VIGIL: Nawal Khafcd OR), wife 
of an expelled Palestinian, cradles her child during 
a protest Tuesday at Bethlehem University to 


demand the return of the 415 Palestinians expelled 
to Sooth Lebanon (AFP photo) 


belief aid reaches Sudan rebel town 


KHARTOUM ( R) — Relief sup- 
plies have started reaching 
i.smine-hit southern Sudan after 
an agreement between the gov- 
ernment 3nd southern rebels to 
open river, ra.i and land routes 
for food deliveries, a Khartoum 
newspaper said Tuesday. 

The armed forces newspaper 
Al Cimvat Al Musallahah said 
riser baruo with 1.90.1 tonnes of 
food and medicines reached 
N’asir. .i town on the Ethiopian 
border held by the rebel Sudan 
Peoples Liberation Army 
iSPLAl. in the last two days. 

The SPLA is fish tint: for auton- 


omy for the Christian and animist 
south from the Islamic govern- 
ment in Khartoum and the Ara- 
bised north. 

The government signed an 
agreement last month with the 
three factions of the SPLA to . 
open routes from northern Sudan 
and neighbouring Kenya for de- 
livery of food to both 
government-held towns and 
SPLA-controlled areas in the 
south. 

The newspaper said three 
barges with 2.400 tonnes of sor- 
ghum, beans and edible oil were 
on their way from Kosti in the 


north to Juba, the main southern 
town, and a similar amount had 
reached Malakal 520 kilometres 
north of Juba. 

Another 1.000 tonnes of food 
are due to leave the northern 
Sudanese town of Babanusa for 
Wau, the second largest town in 
southern Sudan, and 700 tonnes 
are to be moved from Kosti to the 
areas of Bentiu and Fanjak, the 
newspaper said. 

.Several barges have also been 
loaded with 2,100 tonnes of aid 
for the areas between Renk and 
Malakal in Upper Nile state in 
southern Sudan. 


Pakistan orders out Afghan rebel groups 


PESHAWAR LAP) — The gov- 
v T nmer.i on Tuesday ordered all 
Afgh.in rebel groups to close 
".heir offices in Pakistan by the 
end ot the month. 

The rebels, from the most 
mi -derate to the most radical. 
vi.i'.vud to resist. 

■ VvV can't return as long as 
there is neither peace nor security 
in Afghanistan, said Mengal Hus- 
sein. j spokesman for renegade 
re be 1 leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
m.i'yar. once cl- 

•illy among i he roi. 

Pakistan also wants dozens ol 
...d organisations, run mostly by 
fundamentalist Islamists from 
Arab countries, to close their 
du •■‘rs and send their employees 
hone. 

Mo-i of these organisations. 
■•‘I'l'-'h sprung up during the 


Soviet occupation of Afghanistan 
from 1979 to 1989, are believed to 
be training mercenaries to fight 
holy wars in other Muslim coun- 
tries. 

Pakistan served as the staging 
area for Muslim insurgents who 
fought for 1-t years to topple 
successive communist govern- 
ments in Kabul. 

But since the rebels overran 
the capital in late April and took 
power from the former commun- 
: rulers, the feuding rebel lead- 
ve wreaked havoc in Kabul, 
tiring thousands of lockets on the 
city, destroying entire neighbour- 
hoods and killing more than 2.500 
people. 

Pakistani government officials 
said Prime Minister Nawaz Shar- 
if's conservative government was 
fed up with the bickering Afghan 


leadership and wanted them to go 
home. 

On Tuesday, Pakistan told the 
seven major rebel groups to dose 
dozens of offices in the frontier 
dty of Peshawar and in the feder- 
al capital of Islamabad by Jan. 31. 
said a government spokesman. 

Peshawar said several northern 
African and Gulf countries have 
accused aid organisations in 
Pakistan of arming and training 
Islamic fundamentalists who re- 
turn to their homelands to try to 
unseat the more liberal govern- 
ments. 

So for, government offidals 
have refused to say how many aid 
groups have been ordered to 
leave or how many employees are 
involved in the deportation 
order, or what countries they 

represent. 


Rights 


group 

reports 


fighting in 


Djibouti 


PARIS (R) — A human rights 
group in Djibouti said Tuesday 
fighting had broken out in the 
Red Sea state between govern- 
ment forces and rebels and could 
have d aimed hundreds of casual- 
ties in the past week. 

The Djibouti Assodation for 
the Defence of Human Rights 
and Freedom said in a statement 
received in Paris that government 
forces had launched an all-out 
offensive against Afar rebels 
from the northern town of Tad- 
jourah. 

The group said government 
forces, under orders to capture at 
any cost a strategic road out of 
Tadjourah from the rebel From 
for the Restoration of Unity and 
Democracy (FRUD), weTe fight- 
ing witb suicidal determination. 

"Several hundred people could 
have killed or wounded in fight- 
ing of unprecedented violence," 
it said. 

It said rebels had reached the 
town's southern and northern 
suburbs in a counter-offensive 
Monday night. 

The group said that what it 
called the government's all-out 
war policy could plunge Djibouti 
into civil war similar to that in 
neighbouring Somalia. 

A U.S.-led multinational force 
intervened in Somalia to stop 
warring factions diverting aid 
from starving refugees. France 
has contributed more than 2,000 
soldiers to the force, including 
some 1,000 from its 4.500-stong 
garrison in Djibouti. 

In a separate statement, 
FRUD urged France to resume 
relief aid to the 150,000 to 
200,000 residents of Djibouti's 
rebel-held area. 

It said French relief workers 
and doctors left the region on 
Dec. 31 at the request of the 
Djibouti government. 

“FRUD regrets that the princi- 
ple of humanitarian interference 
was overcome by reasons of 
state." it said. 

The human rights association 
has said civilians in rebel-held 
areas were being deprived of food 
and medical aid by a government 
blockade. 

FRUD repeated it was pre- 
pared to open negotiations with 
the government without any pre- 
conditions. A French plan for 
direct talks fell apart last year 
after the government demanded 
that the rebels release prisoners 
before a dialogue could start. 



A starving Somali child, arriving from Baidoa, wails for food at 
a feeding centre (AFP photo) 


U.S. to begin Somalia 
pullout this : month 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States will begin withdrawing 
troops from Somalia this month, 
but the starving country is still too 
dangerous for a takeover by U.N. 
peacekeepers. Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney said Monday. 

Mr. Cheney stressed that most 
of the thousands of U.S. troops in 
Somalia will remain beyond Janu- 
ary and that no derision had been 
made on when U.S., French and 
other forces will be replaced by 
U.N-. peacekeepers to. protect 
food and other aicL 

"It's still a nasty, dangerous 
neighbourhood,” he told repor- 
ters in an interview. “There’s still 
a lot of work to be done to 
provide for the kind of secure 
environment that we would like 
to be able to pass on to the U.N.” 

Mr. Cheney spoke as informal 
peace talks between 14 Somali 
groups opened in the Ethiopian 
capital of Addis Ababa under 
U.N. auspices. The talks im- 
mediately ran into procedural 
problems. 

"I think it's fair to say that by 
the end of the month we will have 
begun to reverse the flow, if you 
will, and begun to redeploy to the’ 
continental United States some 
portions of the U.S. forces that 
have been deployed over there," 
Mr. Cheney said. 

“But that will be a beginning. 
We will by no means have a large 
number redeployed by then, ft 
will start the process, that’s the 
current plan," he cautioned. 

The Bush administration has 
voiced hopes that some U.S.- 
troops would begin coming home 
before President-elect Bill Clin- 
ton takes office on Jan. 20. But' 
the Pentagon has stressed that the 
current military job is to create an 
atmosphere of safety in the coun- 
try, where there is anarchy. 

In the capital of Mogadishu 
Monday, the U.S. military denied 
a report quoting a French military 
officer as saying the transfer of 
military control in Somalia would 
be turned over to the United 
Nations by Jan. 20. 

Mr. Cheney said talks were 
under way with aid officials and 
others on an eventual turnover 



Richard Cheney 


but that no derision had been 
made. 

Tbe secretary confirmed state- 
ments by U.S. military officials in 
Somalia that the Pentagon had 
derided to cut the total number of 
troops being sent to Somalia from 
28,000 to 24,000 because of coop- 
eration from other countries in 
sending troops. 

U.S. troops already account for 
more than 20,000 of the 28.000 
foreign troops so far involved in 
the military effort to protect relief 
supplies for famine-stricken 
Somalia from looting gunmen. 

"We’re doing well enough 'so 
that we’ve been able to make 
some adjustments to our own 
plans so that we are reducing the 
number of people that we will 
actually finally send," Mr. 
Cheney said. “It will be a smaller 
contingent than we had originally 
anticipated would be needed be- 
cause of the support we have 
received from coalition part- 
ners." 

But the secretary, who will 
leave office on Jan. 20 with other 
top officials of the Bush adminis- 
tration, stressed that Somalia was 
still not free of widespread vio- 
lence among warring factions and 
brigands. 

He called the murder of a 
British U.N. Children's Fund re- 
lief worker in the southern port of 
Kismayu Saturday "evidence that 
it's still a nasty, dangerous neigh- 
bourhood." 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN nUBP 


Mubarak sends message to Qadhafi 


CAIRO (AP) — A cabinet minister said Tuesday he would travel 
to Libya to relay a message from President Hosni Mubarak to- 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi. Information Minister Safwat Al 
Sberif told reporters the message concerned “issues that interest 
Egypt and Libya " He did not elaborate. Egypt has been frying to 
mediate an eifd to Libya's crisis with the West. Mr. Mubarak and 
Colonel Qadhafi were in touch by telephone twice in the last few 
days, but no details of their conversations were disclosed. 



Syrian newspaper warns of united Europe 


DAMASCUS (AP) — The Arabs must work for greater cohesion 
or risk being dominated by a new. united Europe, the goveriunent- 
nui daily newspaper Tishrin said Tuesday. “The Arabs will be the 
target of the European giant, which views tbe Arab World as a 
convenient vital area for consolidating its power." the newspaper 
said in an editorial. "The competition that inevitably will arise 
between America, Japan and the united Europe will actually push 
tbe latter to tighten its grip on the Arab World,” it added. The 
newspaper said the European Community's moves towards unity, 
such as the abolition of border controls between most member 
nations Jan. 1. meant that the Arabs must try to close ranks. J 


Lebanese police seize 8 tonnes of hashish 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese police confiscated Tuesday eight tonnes, 
of hashish and arrested three drug dealers as they were preparing 
to ship the grass to Holland. The chief of police Major General 
Mohammad Kubrously said it was the largest amount of hashish 
seized in a single bust in Lebanon’s history. He estimated the 
shipment to be worth $8 million. The Lebanese government, in an 
attempt to improve its international image, has ordered a crack; 
down on drug cultivation and trafficking across the country. 


U.S. may sell chemical plant to Iran 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The Bush administration is considering 
whether to approve the sale of a $100 million chemical plant to Iran 
even though it could produce a chemical warfare agent as a' 
byproduct, according to a published report. The Washington Post 


says in Tuesday’s editions that the Commerce Department is -I 

'rich has told the' 


backing the sale of the plant by B.P.- America, which 
administration the plant would only produce materials for syntbetie 
fibers. Hie Post said officials at the departments of State and 
Defence oppose the deal because the plant would yield hydrogen 
cyanide as an unavoidable byproduct. That substance was used as a 
chemical warfare agent in World War I by France. Britain and 
Russia. The Post also reported that administration officials were 
expected to consider a plan by the Ayres Corporation to seQ Iran 
10 airplanes worth $7 million to spray chemical pesticides ori farm 
crops. The newspaper quoted Fred P. Ayres, president of the- 
company, as saying the planes cannot be used to spray chemicdFf 
warfare agents without endangering the pilots. 


Turkey sends relief supplies to South Ossetiac^ 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey sent a Red Crescent convoy of sMjS* 
trucks of relief supplies Monday to the Georgian region of South 
Ossetia, a Foreign Ministry official said. Foreign Ministry spokes- 
Fcrtiat Ataman said the trucks carried 62 tonnes of aid 


man 


including food, vitamins, medicines and generators, he said. The 
aid was valued at $600,000. “The aid will be distributed to all ethnic 
groups without discrimination," Mr. Ataman said. He said Georgia I 
had given consent to the aid shipment to the region, which has beeV* 
torn by civil war. In December, the Red Crescent Society shipped 
500 tonnes of medical supplies to the separatist Georgian region otj 
Abkhazia. 


Avalanches in Turkey kill at least 5 


SIRNAKi Turkey (AP)~ * Avalanches killed ;at least five villagers 
in Sirnak ' province In "’southeastern Turkey, the serrii-offidaT 
Anatolia news agency said. An avalanche buried 15 villagers' 
Sunday as they were collecting wood near the town of Beytuss# , 
bap. Anatolia said. Rescue teams dug out eight peasants and found" 
three dead, it said. Rescuers gave up the search for four others at‘ 
nightfall, Sirnak Governor Mustafa Malay of Sirnak province said 
in an interview Monday. "I have no hope that we can pull out theip 
alive,” he initially said. "But the search will resume tomorrow," he" 
added. Another avalanche in the town of Beytussebap Monday 
killed two villagers, the agency said. Turkey has been in the grip dr 
cold weather and heavy snows for tbe past month. More than 2.008" 
villages, mainly in southeastern Turkey, were isolated by snowi- 
blocked roads. Avalanches in southeastern and northern Turkey^ 
claimed six lives last week, and snowfalls last year, mainly in' 
eastern and southeastern Turkey, have killed more than 240 
people. 


Yemen to start registering voters for poll 


SANAA (R) — Yemen will start registering voters this month fair 
its first general election since the unification of North and Soutfi 
Yemen in 1990, offidals said. The election, planned for April, wifi 
® e !® c * representatives for Yemen’s parliament. Hie offidals 
said the higher election committee began preparing Monday for 
voter registration from Jan. 18 to Feb. 16. The election was initially 
planned for November 1992. The higher election committee, 
postponed the pole in October saying it needed time to register : 
voters and check candidates. . 


i 
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Tajik refugees housed in Afghan bunkers 


W — Refugees from Tajikistan’s civil war arc 
digging bunkers in a refugee camp in the desert of northern 

t0 P L° tect * eri >selves from the bitter write? rol? 
Uiuted Natrons officials said Monday. About 6 000 refugees have 
been moved into the camp in northern Afghani, 2 sBE££ 

metres fo 8 ng Z 

families each, the U N Hieh "ouse a Dour six 

fllNHri?) i - j ■ ■ Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) said in a statement issued in Islamabad a plvu 5 llh . 

tents provided from Pakistan and Turkey have Droved insirffirienr 
against the fierce winter storms, the CNHaf^ri? 
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AMME TWO 

Ducumrnury 

. . . News in French 

.. . VanctKi 
New* m Hebrew 
... ... Hews in Arabic 

Vivi-U hv the Bell 

Spotlight 

James Randy 

News in English 

. EJliV. in the D.irkni->s 


PRAYER TIMES 


Terrasmcla Chard) Td: A22M6 
Church of tbe Annunciation Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 63085 I . Td. 
62*543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tc|, 

Til 531. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Td. 

775261. 

SI. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Annua lnteraidoaal Charch Td. 

6SS326 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Td: 

HI 1295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ at Latter- 
Day Saints Td. K23K24. 654*02 
Church of tbe Nanrcnc Td. 6756V1 . 



Yesterday » high temperatures: Am- 
man 8. Aqaba 17 Humidity readings: 
Ammon 45 per cent. Aqaba 41 per 
cent. 




I ! 1> 
IX: 1 1 


Fjjr 

(Sunmel Dvha 

Dhuhr 

■ . ‘Asr 
. . . Maghreb 
‘tsha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


V. Mary o' .Ymirclh Church Swrifieh. 

‘■•jir-tn 

\>»’iahiiK of Cod Church, Tel. 


It will he parity cloudy and there will 
he a chance (or scattered showers of 
rain. Win* wilt be light and variable, 
changing at times to southeasterly 
moderate . In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


St. Juvcnh Church Tel. 62459U. 
Church (if thr Annunciation Tel. 

1 1,1-04.1 

Dv b Salic Church Td. holTr* 


MmJMa*. temp. 

Amman 03/9 

Aqaba ’9/16 

Deserts 2/tl 

Jordon Valiev 10/17 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamil Marion ...... 776149 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 885880 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 849362 

Dr. Hisium Kansan 790286 

Frias pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAscmu pharmacy 637U55 

NaiitmUi pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Ntrirou jh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

nun* 

Dr. Radwan Al Saad 273877 

Al Ouds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA. 

Dr. Rajch Saqcr 901 290 

Khahfcb pharmacy 9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue .. 63(041 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rcscne Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Polk* 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuNic Security Department 63(021 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66] 176 

WatcT and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpahty 

Complaints 787] 1 1 

Telephone Information 

•(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 It 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority . . .815615 
Elect nc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 0K-5320Q 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cenuc 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akiich Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Ma!has.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 603131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al- M uashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali f* 6127/37 

AUAhli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhiijrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (091990990 

IB BID: 

Princess Bma Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02(272275 

ton Al Pfafces Hojpiial |IE|247100 

AQABA: 

Princes* Hava Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Thif information is suppIhJ by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queer? Alia tnicmauorui 
Airport Tel. (0$)533Xt-5. when; it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


68:45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

®*=®8 Jeddah (RJ) 

**®& AdenfRJ) 


•Jg* LamacsfRJ) 

London (RJ) 

Fnuikfim (RJ) 

Meg Istanbul (RJ) 

I7m9 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

JWJ Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19s “ Rome (RJ) 

Z 3 * 45 Damascus (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

■5*5 Dubai(AZ) 

Karachi (PI) 

•W5 Cairo (MS) 

Jeddah (SU) 

Sanaa (IY) 

I 1 * Damascus (PI) 

18:1® Paris, Damascus (AF) 

1&38 Vienna. Lanaca (OS) 

19:59 Beirut (ME) 

DEPARTURES 

floral Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Madrid (RJ) 

Romc(RJ) 

•®! *5 - Beilin. London (RJ) 

HA — Tunis. Cusabtanca (RJ) 

,,: *® Istanbul (RJ) 

UG® .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ ) 

1*3® - Colombo (RJ) 

19:45 Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

2fc®» Riyadh (RJ) 

2®:I5 Now Delhi (RJ) 

** Damascus (RJ) 


Calcutta, Bangkok £RJ j 


Sanaa 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


06e2S 

N.« 

88:15 


Rome(AZ) 

Damascus (PI) 

SS - Beirut (ME) , 

”2 - Sanaa (fY) 

■** Karachi (PI)* 


ma **et PRICES 


. Uppcrflowcr price in Hs per kg. 
700/430. 


too 7tSM 


Banana (Mokanaiar)’"""'.’ 640 / 640“ 


Beans 


— 350/300.-; 


ftltlKn... — -W ' . 

H™*® 5 -...120 /8th; 

Ssfc;:-—;:;::; 

SIS:’ 




600 / 450:: 

|jg L 


Lemon 


240 / 200 • 

it. j — 250/300 ■» 

500 / 3J0 

grange / 380/300. - 
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bishop in 30 years 


— For the first 
itne'in thiftv years, the Greek 
i ■ Orthodox Patriarch in Jerusalem 
*via$- appointed an Arab priest to 
. I <r,erve - as a bishop in Jordan. 


Ur ®#.- 


Bmn in" 'Beirut where his pa- 
jesfs emigrated after die 1948 
^raWsraeli war, Sunaan Jabra 
j : - -Al Far studied initially in Ranuil- 
h * "Vah. schools before moving to 
rr. Syria and Lebanon for theologic- 


al studies. He graduated in 1985 
with a BA degree. Soon after 
graduation he became a priest 
and was assigned a number' of 
posts in Jerusalem. This appoint- 
ment as a bishop came less than a 
month after the Arab Orthodox 
community in Palestine and Jor- 
dan held its general conference in 
Amman to demand that the lead- 
ership of the church in Arab lands 
should be given to Arab priests. 


:Cari£as receives Euro aid 


a shis|, 


AMMAN'0-T.), — Jordan. Cari- 
tas. a local charity, announced 
. ;">Tuesday that it has begun recciv- 
' mg food supplies firom European 

countries destined for needy 
jonhprians in the winter season. 

“We have just received ship- 
; > merits of. flour and cooking oil 
: from Italy, and soon we are going 

■ to receive 60 tonnes of powdered 
milk from the European Com- 
N munity,” said Caritas Director 
Father Mousa Adeli. 

'-i The shipments, together with 
clothes and blankets, will be dt&- 
tributed to victims of severe win- 
ter weather under a special prog- 
ramme similar to one im- 
-“i plemented in Che past year, said 
i- Father Adeli. Caritas currently 
f j operates seven medical centres 
:: Snd 10 vocational centres for the 
■„ poor and, according to Father 
Adeli, operations are being con- 


ducted in dose cooperation with . 
the Ministry of Social. Develop- 
ment. t 

“Thanks to Minister of Soda! 
Development Amin Mashaqbeh’s 
personal attention, the distribu- 
tion programmes have been going 
on very efficiently and fairly in all 
regions,” said Father Adeli. 

Jordan Caritas, which last year 
celebrated its silver jubilee, plans 
to distribute the coming ship- 
ments from Europe under the 
supervision of the ministry and its 
departments especially in the ru- 
ral regions, he noted. 

Father Adeli said that Dr. 
Mashaqbeh has made it his busi- 
ness to pnsure that the distribu- 
tion covers only those in need and 
facing difficulties resulting from 
poverty or severe-weather condi- 
tions affecting their regions. 



Aid for former Soviets is loaded onto acargo plane in Amman 
Tuesday (Petra photo) 

Food and medicine sent 


to ex-Soviets 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Tues- 
day dispatched a shipment of 
food and medical supplies to 
Muslims in Abkhazia and Kabar- 
droo Balkar, two former Soviet 
republics. 

“The plane load of relief sup- 
plies will benefit the needy Mus- 
lims who have been complaining 
of drag shortages lately due to 
slow economic and other de- 
velopments,” said Dr. Abdul 
Salam A1 Abbadi, chairman of 
the Jordim Hashemite Charity 
Organisation (JHCO). 

The plane which left Amman 
Tuesday is carrying 17 tonnes of 
medical and other relief supplies 
contributed by the JHCO in 


cooperation with local Jordanian 
charity institutions explained Dr. 
Abbadi, who said that it was sent 
upon the directives of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and the Jordanian government. 

The shipment emphasises the 
Kingdom's desire to rally support 
of Muslim communities and pro- 
vide them with humanitarian aid, 
said Dr. Abbadi. 

Jordan has dispatched ship- 
ments of relief aid to Somalia, 
Iraq, Egypt, Bangladesh, Pakis- 
tan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Sudan 
and the Chechen-In gush republics 
when they were facing difficult 
times in view of natural disasters 
or in the wake of conflicts. 


Prince Hassan tours rural communities 

Encourages development and praises farmers 


IRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, has urged rural com- 
munities in the northern regions 
of Jordan to expand and upgrade 
their voluntary work and involve 
the youth sector in all voluntary 
endeavours. 

Each and every Jordanian 
citizen should consider himself a 
partner in shouldering responsi- 
bility for hia country's develop- 
ment, Prince Hassan said during 
a tour of Irbid govemorate Mon- 
day. 

ror decentralisation, we ought 
to transcend personal and indi- 
vidual interests and embark on 
collective action on the part of 
the local councils in matters that 
can benefit the whole commun- 
ity,” said Prince Hassan at a 
meeting held at Deir Abi Saeed, 
the first stop on his tour. 

The Regent toured the Bani 
Kinaneh and Northern Jordan 
Valley as well as the Taybeh 
districts in the Irbid Govemorate 
and was given an enthusiastic 
welcome by the local inhabitants 
who cheered and national dances. 

The Prince took time to chat 
with farmers involved in 
ploughing their fields and held 
discussions with notables in the 
areas he visited. 

One group of officials he talked 
to at a local school in Deir Abi 
Saeed outlined the various public 
services and planned projects for 



His Royal Highness* Crown Prince Hassan amongst the throng in Irbid Tuesday (Petra photo) 
the area. 


The regent visited the village of 
Tibneh where he inspected 
archaeological sites and later 
Taybeh where he met representa- 
tives of public organisations to 
listen to their views and requests. 
He praised the ongoing construc- 
tion and agricultural develop- 
ment in the area and called for 
further cooperation among the 
neighbouring villages. 

“As we pass through a critical 
stage in our life, Jordanians in 


general and the youth sector in 
particular are called on to double 
their efforts and enhance their 
cooperation towards attaining 
accomplishments at all levels.” 
said Prince Hassan. After listen- ' 
big to an outline of the services, 
the Regent moved on to northern 
Shuneh where he inspected a 
tourist project and addressed a 
rally of local inhabitants mostly 
farmers. He said that the meeting 
will be only one in a long chain of 
meetings in the future. 

Urging everyone to increase 


their efforts towards achieving 
further progress. Prince Hassan 
said that farmers ought to be 
involved in decision making. Non 
participation by the farmers in 
matters relared to agriculture is a 
negative aspect that should end, 
said the Prince. 

The Regent suggested the 
organisation of agricultural fairs 
and the convening of a general 
conference by farmers and agro- 
nomists to discuss means of over- 
coming obstacles impeding de- 
velopment. 


Parliament members present views on 1993 budget along with their demands 


The 'following are extracts from speeches made by Lower House of Parliament members Tuesday: 


Deputy AH A1 Faqir 
Amman 





Deputy Faqir called on the 
minfetry of finance to consult with 
toe-deputies on toe needs of their 
constituencies before finalising 
the budget, so that deputies will 
not- have to explain their consti- 
tuencies needs time, and time 
- agsqxi^ He demanded that the 
government expand the ring road 
linking the Pepsi Cola factory and 
Quw&ismeh Customs Depart- 
ment. He. also called for impro- 
ving; the situation of the refugee 
camps id 1 Jabal Hussein and 
Mahatta. 

Deputy Ata Shah wan 
Amman 



3W 


Shah wan praised the 
1993 budget saying that it tackled 
. „ . several subjects, including unem- 
ployment and poverty, however, 
• ‘ it could not achieve equity for all 
since some of the projects are 
joncemrated in certain areas at 
the expense of others. He called 
for strengthening the agricultural 
.. sector, describing it as the nerve 
centre of the Jordanian economy. 
He called on the government to 
adopt an effective agricultural 
; policy and to support the Ministry 
of Agriculture to enable it carry 
out agricultural reform plans. He 
* criticised the manner through 
which the National Aid Fund has 
dealt with the poverty problem, 
' saying that the method was neith- 
er successful not fair. 

^ Deputy Imteir A1 Bnstaqji 
Kaotk 



I^tyBuunji called for in- 
stitutkxuHsng general policies in 
' the aroa of health and education, 
and for directing education to 
J®** ’tbs* labour market needs. 
He- aha - called for creating a 

- wniig college at Motah Uni- 
■ versify and for speeding up work 

J*; toe construction of Karak 
taspital. Mr. Bustanji called for 

- constroctmg earth dams and aOo- 
' c atingfe nds for constructing agri- 

ndtund triads in Karak gov e ra o - 
> rale. JJe-eafled on the govern- 
’■ ^cut to direct Special attention to 
1 *e south and to deal with the 
; proWerasof poverty and unem- 
' He suggested the crea- 

of a. fend to be financed 
** krpugh profits achieved by the 
najor companies, based in the 
eolith. • • 


Deputy Ibrahim AI Ghababsbeh 
Taffleh . 

Deputy Ghababsbeh called on 
the government to stop imposing 
more taxes, especially those in- 
troduced by temporary laws, 
saying that such taxes are adding 
to the citizens burdens and wide- 
ning the pockets of poverty in 
Jordan. The Taffleh deputy urged 
the government to raise the salar- 
ies of army and security forces 
personnel as well as working and 
retired civil servants. Descnbing 
the 1993 budget as an advanced 
and unique one, Mr. Ghababsbeh 
said it stiD failed to seriously 
tackle the problems of unemploy- 
ment and poverty. “I warn the 
executive authority and ask it to 
swiftly move to study the situa- 
tion as soon as .possible and to 
find the suitable solutions to con- 
tain it before it is too late,” he 
said. Mr. Ghababsbeh criticised 
the performance of the Develop- 
ment’ and Employment Fond 
(DEF) and the National Aid 
Fund (IMF) and called on the 
government to hire “the right 
man for the right place” in the 
tyro funds. 

Deputy Abdul Abu 

Zant 

Amman 


Deputy Ahmad Al Kafaween 



Deputy Abu .Zant called for 
easing taxes, increasing alloca- 
tions of the Ministry of Social 
Development, and Ministry of 
Health and establishing more 
health centres. He called for pri- 
vatisation of the telecomm urn can 
cions corporation and for estab- 
lishing a hospital in Jabal NazzaL 
He also called on the government 
to seriously consider the cancella- 
tion of evening shifts at the gov- 
ernment schools. 

Deputy Hamza Mansour 
Amman 

Deputy Maraour voiced sup- 
port for the Financial Commit- 
tee’s report, and stressed the 
need to control prices and recon- 
sider the criteria followed m fill- 
ing public posts. He also voiced 
support for demands made by the 
Islamic bloc in the House. Mr. 
Mansour called on the govern- 
ment to appoint more employees 
at mosques, saying that many 
mosques have only one employee 
whose duties include leading and 
calling for the prayers among 
other things. The Muslim 
Brotherhood Deputy called for 
establishing schools in the areas 
of Abu Alanda, Al Raqtm, and 
Umm Qaseer and to establish a 
hospital in Sahab area south of 
Amman . 

Deputy Yousef Khasawneh 
Irbid 

Deputy Khasawneh called for 
finding a solution to the unem- 
ployment problem, supporting 
the health sector, particularly pri- 
vate sector doctors through float- 
ing health insurance plans. He 
criticised g o v er nm ent officials for 
condoning favouritism in 
appointments, and he called for 
giving the fina n cial audit and 
control departments a broader 
•role. 



Deputy Kafaween warned the! 
rising number of the unemployed 
in Karak Govemorate and com- 
plained of nepotism and tribalism 
in filling vacant government 
posts. He also called for giving 
due attention to infrastructure 
projects in the govemorate and 
expanding Mn’ta University. Mr. 
Kafaween stressed the Import- 
ance of raising the salaries of 
army and government employees 
and linking all villages in die 
govemorate until electric power 
at reasonable costs. 

Deputy Daood Qojaq 

Amman 


Deputy Qojaq said he 
rised that the financial 


he was sur- 
prised that the financial commit- 
tee described the draft budget as 
a step in the right direction. He 
said toe budget depended heavily 
on internal financing, mainly by 
increasing taxes and thus increas- 
ing commodity prices every now 
and then. The financial commit- 
tee ignored the fact that “finan- ' 
dal reform does not come from 
an administration which does not 
start by administrative reform 
first,” he said. The Muslim 
Brotherhood Deputy called for 
decentralisation, holding muni- 
cipal elections and expanding in- 
frastructure projects. He also cal- 
led for exempting beneficiaries 
from the Abu Nusarr housing 
project from interest rates due on 
their monthly installments. 

Deputy Fawzi Tnehneb 
Balqa 

,.i.v - 
rfC •* 





Dr. Tueimeh called on the gov- 
ernment not to impose any. new 
taxes nor to increase the existing 
once in order to enhance the 
country’s financial resources. 
Such enhancement could be 
made through curtailing current 
expenditure without touching 
capital expenditure, he said. He 
called for establis h ing a higher 
council for education, culture and 
science, to ensure coordination 
and integration between the va- 
rious sources of culture, educa- 
tion and information. 

Deputy Ibrahim Khreisat 
Balqa 

Deputy Khreisat called the 
government to address unem- 
ployment problems in the gov- 
ernoratc, and for the best utilisa- 
tion of arable land. He also called 
for increasing salaries of govern- 
ment employees and for building 
more hospitals and health cen- 
tres. He called for the establish- 
ment of sport, and cultural dubs, 
and the conversion of Salt Com- 
munity college into a faculty 
attached to the University of Jor- 


dan. He said that special atten- 
tion should be directed to the 
proper maintenance of mosques 
ana holy sites. 

Deputy Ziad Abu Mahfouz 
Zarqa 



Deputy Abu Mahfouz pressed 
the government to continue sub- 
sidising baric food stuffs and not 
to impose new taxes. He also 
stressed the need to embark on 
implementing developmental and 
infrastructure projects by the be- 
ginning of the year and fill vacant 
posts as early as possible to solve 
the problem of unemployment. 
He urged toe government to 
study the prices of cars and their, 
spare parts and to find solutions 
to poverty through increasing the 
allocations for the National Aid 
Fund and the Development and 
Employment Fund. 

Mohammad Abo Aleem 
Mafraq 



Deputy Aleem called on the 
government to increase salaries 
of public servants and pay special 
attention to the development of 
small governorates. He also cal- 
led for increasing the allocations 
of toe village and municipal coun- 
cils, particularly Mafraq munici- 
pality. Finally be called for an 
industrial revolution, capable of 
turning Jordan into a first rate 
industrial country. 

Deputy Laith Shnbefial 
Amman 



Deputy Shubeilat bitterly 
attacked Jordan’s agreement with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). He said that the IMF 
agreement with Jordan was partly 
to blame for some of the ilk 
plaguing the country economical- 
ly and socially. He also expressed 
dismay over the Mure on the 
part of the government and par- 
liament to bold to account those 


who had been in government 
.office and were regarded by many 
as responsible for the country’s 
debts. He said it was due to these 
officials, policies that the country 
had sunk into deep poverty and 
was faced with the IMF agree- 
ment which is not solving the 
Kingdom's problems. The IMF, 
he said, was like a noose around 
the Jordanian people's necks and 
it seems- that they are destined to 
face strangulation. In the light of 
tiie situation, the deputy stud, all 
the promises given to the de- 
puties and political groups about 
attaining prosperity and a higher 
social standards would never be 
fulfilled. 

Deputy Mohammad Al Azaideh 
Madaba 



Deputy Azaideh called for 
modernising the administrative 
system and for entrusting the civil 
service commission >,with the en- 
tire responsibility for recruit- 
ments. He demanded that Mada- 
ba district be promoted to a 
govemorate and a hospital should 
be built. Mr. Azaideh also called 
for converting Am man- Madaba 
road into a two-lane high- way 
and for constructing agricultural 
roads. He called on the govern- 
ment to increase the allocations 
by the National Aid Fund to 
Madaba district. 

Deputy Mohammad Muarar 
North Badia 



Deputy Muarar stressed tbe 
need for finding successful solu- 
tions to the unemployment prob- 
lem, saying that solutions have so 
far been unsuccessful. He called 
for directing special attention to 
the agriculture sector and the 
setting up of strategic industries. 
He called on the government to 
increase staff salaries and to en- 
sure tbe necessary allocations to 
meet essential baric services. He 
demanded that the level of educa- 
tion in North Badia be improved, 
and that a military hospital be 
established in Mafraq. 

Deputy Nayef Abu Tayeh 
Southern Badia Region 
Deputy Abu Tayeh com- 
mended the draft budget describ- 
ing it as one “which has overcome 
ail obstacles placed in its way” 
but he voiced reservations about 
some of its points. He lauded the 
performance of Minister of Social 
Development Amin Mashaqbeh 
who came under fire by other 
House members for allegations 


that he misused bis office for 
electoral purposes. He also 
thanked the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company and its director 
general for providing job oppor- 
tunities for citizens in the badia 
region. 

Deputy Fares Al Nabnlri 

Amman 


Deputy Ahmad Oweidi Al 
Abbadi 

Amman 



Deputy Nablusi praised the 
budget, saying it reflected the 
government’s serious intentions 
to achieve self-sufficiency. In a 
joint statement with Deputy 
Abdul Karim Al D ugh mi from 
Mafraq constituency, both de- 
puties voiced concern about the 
educational system, saying that it 
was unable to fix the right time 
for mid term and final term ex- 
aminations, nor was it able to 
benefit from international de- 
velopment. They criticised the 
Ministry of Interior for denying 
licences to some political parties 
at tbe time of supposed political 
pluralism. They called on the 
government to pressure the in- 
terior ministry into reconsidering 
its decision on licensing political 
parties, and called on the govern- 
ment to enable the citizens of 
Amman governorate to elect 
their mayor, similar to what is 
going on in other parts of the 
country. They criticised the gov- 
ernment for condoning favourit- 
ism in the appointment of people, 
particularly in posts at toe di- 
plomatic co rp and governors. 

Deputy Mahmoud HweimeJ 
Karak 



While praising the efforts of 
the government to deal with the 
numerous problems plaguing the 
country, deputy Hweimel railed 
for further measures to help Jor- 
dan become self sufficient. In this 
context, the deputy criticised the 
government's failure to support 
local stock breeders, accusing the 
government of giving more atten- 
tion and subsidies to imported 
meat rather than encouraging loc- 
al production. The deputy was 
also critical of the agricultural 
policy of Jordan and railing for 
further agricultural development 
services to help the farmers with 
their work. He also called for 
fanning requirements facilities to 
be available at reasonable prices* 
and he urged tbe government to 
process toe extra agricultural pro- 
duce through canning factories. 



Deputy Abbadi slammed the 
1993 draft budget for being “in- 
co mpre be nsrve’' _ and for . treating 
the dtizens-pockets as a source of . 
cash for the treasury although it is 
at the expense of their living 
standards. “The draft budget did 
not take into consideration the 
negative aspects of tbe economic 
formula since, according to it, toe 
rich will become richer and the 
poor poorer, thus undermining 
the national security,” he said. It 
also did not concentrate on in- 
vestments, adding that creating 
jobs in government departments 
does not solve unemployment. 

Deputy Mohammad Abu Faris 
Sweileh 

Deputy Abu Faris attacked the 
government’s educational, pric- 
ing and financial policies. He said 
that Jordan seems to be more and 
more reliant on foreign aid which 
endangers the political independ- 
ence and sovereignty of toe coun- 
try. He said that if the govern- 
ment was serious about solving 
unemployment and poverty. 
There would not be such poor 
allocations in the 1993 fiscal 
budget to such sectors of society. 
Deputy Abu Faris said that tens 
of thousands of university gradu- 
ates find themselves in toe street. 
Furthermore, the deputy criti- 
cised toe criteria employed in 
giving students seats at state own- 
ed universities he said that stu- 
dents with higher grades are 
being left out while many of those 
given seats have support from 
high places. 

Deputy Mansour Murad 

Amman 



Deputy Murad dwelt on the 
economic restructuring program- 
me which Jordan is implementing 
following an agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). He said that in the past 
year, Jordan witnessed a boom in 
the construction sector which 
automatically led to a reduction 
in the volume of unemployment. 
But he said that the construction 
boom caused by tbe return of 
large number of expatriates, was 
not due to the implementation of 
toe IMF agreement as toe gov- 
ernment had claimed. Deputy 
Murad said that the IMF agree- 
ment would have a negative im- 
pact on the national economy 
since it tends to end the state's 
control over economic develop- 
ment. This policy has already led 


to a widening of toe gap separat- 
ing the rich from the poor and 
increased toe sector which lives 
under the poverty line, said the 
deputy. He urged the govern- 
ment to deal with toe soaring cost 
of living, refrain from imposing 
new taxes which largely affect 
limited income groups, and to act 
independently from the IMF 
agreement that had led to numer- 
ous social and economic prob- 
lems in the eountvy. Deputy 
Murad said that be opposed the 
draft budget in its present form 
because he said it would even- 
tually lead to what he called 
social explosion. 

Deputy Nawaf AI KhawaEdeh 
Mafraq 

Deputy Khawaldeh confined 
his speech to demands and re- 
quests for improving conditions 
in his constituency. He demanded 
that toe government build agri- 
cultural roads in the Mafraq region, 
and supply water to various 
villages in the region. He also 
urged the government to increase 
the allocations for the needy peo- 
ple of Mafraq region in the 
National Aid Fund (NAF). 


Tanker 


(Continued from Page 1) 

that several seals had been spot- 
ted coated in oil and oil could be 
smelled three kilometres down- 
wind of the tanker. 

Tbe ship's management com- 
pany, B and H Ship Manage- 
ment, dispatched an emergency 
response team to the area and 
retained Smit, the Dutch-based 
leading ocean salvage company, 
to assist toe tanker. 

“We regret that this incident 
occurred,” the company's chief 
executive, Michael Hudner, said 
in a statement. “However, we are 
working to minimise the danger 
of pollution and we are cooperat- 
ing fully with the British author- 
ities whose response to this inci- 
dent has been outstanding." 

Greenpeace sent one of its ship 
which had been documenting 
fisheries in the North Sea to the 
scene. 

Greenpeace spokesman Paul. 
Horsman predicted only 10 per 
cent of the spilled oil could be 
recovered given the extreme 
weather conditions. 

“The weather is of such sever- 
ity that no containment or clean- 
up action ran be contemplated at 
present. The council's emergency 
cleanup team are ready to begin 
to clean up as soon as toe weather 
improves,” said a spokesman for 
the Shetland Islands Council. 

The 85,000 tonnes of oil aboard 
the Braer works out to at least 
24.6 million gallons depending on 
the type of oil. 

The largest oil spill in history 
was in July 1979 when 300,000 
tonnes, about 86 million gallons, 

spilled off Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Exxon Valdez, which went 
aground March 24, 1989, spilled 
almost II million gallons of oil — 
the worst incident in U.S. history. 

Last month, a Greek tanker 
ran aground off the coast of 
northwestern Spain, spilling 21.5 
million gallons of crude oil. 

News of the oil spill initially 
pushed crude prices about five 
cents a barrel higher early Tues- 
day on the international pet- 
roleum exchange, but toe price 
soon drifted lower. 

About 22,500 people live on 
the 16 inhabited islands in the 
chain of 100 islands which make 
up the Shetlands. 
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The rigidity of fiscal targets 


IN THE aftermath of the signing of the new START II 
agreement it might appear that the two largest nuclear 
weapon states have striven far on the long march aimed at 
fulfilling their obligation, under the 1968 Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), to work 
towards substantive nuclear disarmament. The NPT is up 
for review in 3995 and, at that time, those states which 
agreed to enter under the treaty's terms as non-nuclear 
weapons possessors will judge the fidelity of the nuclear 
weapon states to their NPT obligations. That judgement will 
be important in determining whether and how long the NPT 
will be extended. 

We. here in Jordan, have been pointing to one major 
weakness which works against NPT extension: The con- 
tinued overlooking of the problem of known nuclear arms 
possessors by their powerful patrons. One nuclear weapons- 
eqnipped state in particular, namely Israel, has been 
allowed to escape pressure to sign the NPT — even as its 
0 licit weapons programme contributes to regional destabi- 
lisation and a costly arms build-up. 

Yet a second serious problem also lurks behind the glitter 
and clinking of glasses in the Grand Palace of the Kremlin. 
The continued economic demoralisation of the former Soviet 
states threatens to create conditions world-wide which could 
render the NPT unworkable and even more impotent than 
at present. 

Without economic stabilisation of the nuclear armed 
states of Kazakhstan, Belarus, Ukraine and Russia, a whole 
Pandora's Box of proliferation problems will be opened. 
Thousands of scientists, technicians, * ‘special weapons" 
trained military personnel and weapons' designers are 
sinking in the economic and social morass of the former 
Soviet Union. In addition, the region is littered with nuclear 
reactors capable of enriching uranium to the level required 
for making weapons. The need for cash, mixed with the 
present collapse in the system of accounting and control, 
provides incentives for entrepreneurship of an unwanted 
kind — a bizarre nuclear bazaar. 

While the Bush administration deserves credit for the two 
START agreements, it has been roundly condemned by such 
luminaries in American politics as former President Richard 
Nixon, Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
Sam Nunn and the ranking Republican on that committee, 
Richard Lugar, for an inability to provide sufficient 
attention to or funds for the stabilisation of the economies of 
nations which still possess weapons of mass destruction. 

There is some hope that the Clinton administration will 
avoid this problem. The appointment of Les Aspin to the 
post of secretary of defence as well as the large number of 
experienced ex-Car!c-r administration foreign policy advis- 
ers bodes wei! for arms routral and non-proliferation. 

The Democratic White Hoase and Congress, working 
together, can be expected to supper: increased aid to the 
ex-Soviet states, continue the nuclear test baa and discon- 
tinue the warhead modernisation programme tvhich. while 
it has its safety aspects, was primarily aimed at developing 
smaller nuclear weapons for use in tactical situations. 

Such policies should help to stabilise the situation in the 
former Soviet Union and ensure that the 1995 review occurs 
under favourable circumstances. Marsh economic adjust- 
ment breeds social disc.-n: -;nt and instability even if its long 
term benefits seem worthwhile. But it is almost axiomatic 
that states with enough nuclear megatonnage to make the 
rubble bounce on a world scale ought to be allowed 
adjustment under smoother srcial conditions. New thinking 
is indeed :n order. 

ARAB3C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I daily Jiscusicd die que.iiinn o! :iie evictee.* ap.J the futile 
attempts on the pen of indi’. idu-J countries ;« • repn'.ri.ile them and 
to force the Israeli-: to implement • W. Swuritv Council 
resolution*. Instead i.ii taking imnicc:*t:e :n.:>sure> to repatriate 
the 400 evictees and stop altogether the ongoing atrocities 
exercised against the Palest in inns, the world community is merely 
discussing supplying the exiled people with meals and arguing 
\vhich party. Lebanon or Israel, should do that, added the paper. 
W hilc individual countries, like France, or organisations, like the 
Red Cross, are trying to ensure the provision of food to the 
Palestinian*. Arab countries suffice themselves with issuing 
Statements of condemnation of Israel's actions without taking anv 
meaningful step to ensure the return of the expelled people, the 
paper continued It said, that what the Arabs should do to counter 
the Rabin government's mo-.es in this crisis is to demand the 
repatriation of the cv.cie :s if Arab delegations are tn resume 
their meetings wii:. die Lracl: delegations in Washington. This 
demand on the Arab side cun force "Israel to implement Security 
Council Resolution 79Q which ordered Israel to return the exiled 
Palestinians lo their homes, added the daily. The paper said that 
should Israel comply with this demand, the way will be open for 
pressuring it to respect and implement the other U.N. resolutions 
on the Palestine problem. But. the paper said, should Israel reject 
the Arab demand, it would appear clearly that it is not willing to 
contemplate the implementation of the other resolutions on which 
the peace process has been based. 

Sawt A! 5*’haab daily bitterly criticised an article in A1 Siyassah 
daily, of Kuwait' which announced that it is the Palestinians and 
rhe Iraqis who are the enemies of the Kuwaiti people and not 
Israel. ! his is a very serious development and should be examined 
carefully by the Arab countries in general and the Arab League in 
particular since it calls for y complete change in pan-Arab 
strategy, -.taiil the daily. It is nvi strange to hear such a statement 
from Al Siyassah Editor Ahmad Jarallah who had made a visit to 
Israel and demanded a normalisation of relations between the 
Arabs and Israel but we consider this as dangerous since it tends 
to cause more splits among the Arab states, the paper said. The 
Arab masses realise that the Kuwaitis have failed to do anything 
meaningful lo help the Palestinians: on the contrary, they took 
steps to cause them further sufferings, added the daily. 


In the five-year period, starling from the beginning of 1988 to the 
end of 1992. the cos: of living index rose by 75 percent, reflecting 
mainly the devaluation of the Jordanian dinar. This index is the 
best available measure c>f inflation in Jordan. 

During the same period, the average nominal wage rose by no 
more than 55 per cent to 25 per cent. In other words, the 
purchasing power of the wages and salaries of various employees 
has been eroded by 50 per cent. The government has failed to 
compersate them for this erosion. 

A' Jierc . ave been very good reasons for that. The budget of 
the . ..'.tral ^..vemment has been in the red all this period so it 
cannot afford to give a pay raise. Moreover, the economic 
adjustment programme calls for cutting rhe fiscal deficit in 
absolute terms and as a percentage of gross domestic product. 
Obviously. Jordan faces a socio-economic dilemma here: is it only 
fair to increase —ages but that will violate the imperatives of the 
economic adjustment process, as defined by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Phasing out a budget deficit can be achieved through compress- 
ing public expenditures or boosting revenues. There is almost a 
consensus that these expenditures are not compressible any more 
without jeopardising certain economic, social and administrative 
basics. This is probably why the emphasis has been put on 


re 


increasing revenues to narrow the budget gap, especially through 
tax hikes. 

But taxes are also not increasable beyond a certain limit known, 
technically, as the taxable capacity. There are academic evidence 
and practical signs that taxes in Jordan have already been poshed 
beyond that limit. The trouble is that phasing out our budget 
deficit calls for more tax increases which will strain the nerves of 
the economy and tax-payers who are already badly hit by the 
above mentioned erosion of their real incomes. 

We do not know how the government thinks and how it is going 
to tackle the problem emanating from reaching a point where 
expenditures are not compressible and revenues are not increas- 
able, given its commitments towards the IMF under the economic 
adjustment programme on the one hand 1 and its obligations 
towards limited-income groups on the other. 

However, this combination provides conclusive evidence that 
the part of the adjustment programme which relates to the budget 
deficit is rigid, very rigid in fact. To reasonable planners, such 
rigidity necessitates a reconsideration of the fiscal targets as to 
relax them in the way of accepting higher levels of the fiscal deficit 
(as a ratio of GDP) and prolonging the fulfillment period. This 
argument should be spelled out to the IMF people in as forceful 
terms as possible unless, of course, our policy-makers are willing 


i>m House finds some 
spots’ in Middle East 


By Norma Holmes 


WASHINGTON — The global 
movement towards a more open, 
integrated and freer world found 
‘a few bright spots'* in the Middle 
East in 1992. but was widely 
challenged by civil wars, national- 
ism, and religious and ethnic con- 
flict, according to Freedom 
House's twenty-second annual 
“Survey of Freedom in the 
World." 

“Throughout the Middle East 
this year there were contradictory 
trends of liberalisation and rep- 
ression.'* although more than half 
the world has now adopted demo- 
cratic political systems, according 
to the survey. 

The report, which covers 186 
nations and 66 territories, does 
'not equate democracy with free- 
dom. however. “By the begin- 
ning of next year there will likely 
be 31 democracies where substan- 
tial human rights violations 
occur every day.** says R. Bruce 
McColm, executive director of 
the New York-based fifty-year- 
old non-profit human rights 
advocacy group. 

The survey for 1992 reflects a 
startling increase in the number 
of countries where freedom is in a 
state of change. " 

In the Middle East, three na- 
tions — Kuwait, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates — 
changed categories from “Not 
Free" to "Partly Free," and Jor- 
dan. Lebanon and Yemen im- 
proved their numerical ratings 
while Egypt's rating declined. 

Israel. Bangladesh and Nepal 
were the only three states of the 
Near Eastern and South Asia 
region whose average Freedom 
House ratings were "free." 

Among the "partly free" were 
Egypt. Jordan. Lebanon. Moroc- 
co. On: in. Tunisia. Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates. Pakistan, 
indie. Sri Lanka. Kuwait and 


Yemen. 

Amidst rhe “few bright spots,” 
the report cited: “Jordan's King 
Hussein abolished the remnants 
of martial law in effect since 1967 
and allowed the formation of 
political parties for the first time 
in thirty-six years. Kuwait rees- 
tablished its parliament and held 
elections in October that unex- 
pectedly led to a large victory for 
parties opposing the Al Sabah 
family.” 

And a historic moment occur- 
red in May, the report states, 
when the first open and fair elec- 
tions were hela in the Kurdish 
region of Iraq, in which par- 
liamentary seats were divided 
equally between the Baizani-led 
Kurdistan Democratic Party and 
the Talabani-led Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan. 

The survey found that the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates “marginally 
improved and the rulers of each 
emirate now address citizen grie- 
vances and opinions in consulta- 
tive councils. The country also 
has a budding women’s move- 
ment." 

Morocco adopted a new con- 
stitution that enlarges the powers 
of parliament and places limits on 
the king, although “King Hassan 
II continues to play a dominant 
role in the country's political 
affairs." 

And in December 1991, Oman 
launched a two-year ex- 
perimental Majlis Al Shura, or 
consultative council, with candi- 
dates elected popularly in each of 
the country's 59 provinces. 

On the negative side, the re- 
port notes that “President Sad- 
dam Hussein continues to violate 
Gulf war ceasefire agreements by 
attacking Kurds in the north and 
Shiites in the far south; United 
Nations Inspector Max van der 


Stoel said hundreds of thousands 
of Shiites. Kurds and political 
prisoners are in danger of execu- 
tion and detention... scarcely a 
day passes without executions or 
hangings, and there are reports of 
conflicts between various security 
forces after a reported coup 
attempt..." 

Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Iran, 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia were 
among 22 nations reported to 
have declined in freedom without 
changing category. 

The Freedom House Report 
states that 1992 was “the 
bloodiest year in Egypt since the 
assassination of Anwar Sadat in 
1981, as Muslim fundamentalists 
attacked Coptic Christians in the 
south." The report also observes 
that Egypt, “known for its re- 
latively unfettered press... im- 
posed an unprecedented degree 
of censorship." 

The survey found that the 
Tunisian government continued 
its crackdown on fundamental- 
ists, especially the banned Al 
Nahda party. “A very restrictive 
law on association passed in 
February 1992 effectively 'limited 
the work of the famous TuniSian 
Human Rights League, which 
filially chose to disband in June 
rather than obey the new sta- 
tute." 

In Sudan, “torture, extra-judi- 
cial round-ups and detention by' 
the state security apparatus" 
were reported. In July, the 
Sudanese government “initiated 
a massive resettlement program- 
me, destroying nearly 500,000 
homes." and reports that “Hasan 
Al Turabi's movement was train- 
ing guerrillas sparked a new anti- 
terrorist legislation." 

The Freedom House survey 
classifies as “not free" Afghanis- 
tan, Algeria. Iran. Iraq, Libya. 


Mauritania, Qatar, Saudi Arabia. 
Sudan, and Syria. 

Algeria's much heralded transi- 
tion to a multiparty system col- 
lapsed with the cancellation of 
the second round of elections 
after the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) swept in the December 
polls, the report points out. The 
military forced the resignation of 
president Chadli Benjedid and 
dissolved the National Assembly 
and the Constitutional Council. 

“Virtually all constitutional 
rights were suspended as the 
situation deteriorated into a year 
of assassinations and unrestricted 
detention." 

Although Iran held its first 
parliamentary elections in four i 
years, the report states that “the 
Revolutionary Guards were used 
throughout the year to crush anti- 
government protests.” 

And in Saudi Arabia in March, 
King Fahd “put forth his plan to 
introduce a consultative council 
and some type of constitution, • 
while encouraging a crackdown j 
on behaviour deemed anti- 
Islamic." 

In the ratfifg Of territories,' the, 
Israeli opOTpred*- territories- and’ 
Kurdish territories in Iraq’wete 
designated "partly free.” while 
Kashmir (India) and Western 
Sahara (Morocco) were listed as 
“not free." 

Freedom House findings are 
based on reports by human rights 
organisations, rapporteurs, poli- 
tical leaders, journalists, regional 
newspapers and magazines. 

The 1992-93 yearbook, “Free- 
dom in the World: Political 
Rights and Civil Liberties," 
which includes lengthy analyses 
of each country and territory, will 
be available from Freedom 
House in March 1993 — United 
States Information Agency. 





[ring consumption 
for sustainability 


By Jyofi K. Parikh 


WHY SHOLfi-D the North re- 
duce consumption? Wouldn’t 
that lead to recession and loss of 
jobs in the North and less exports 
and slower growth for the 
South?" 

These questions were asked 
after the Tr.^’ra Gandhi Institute 
of Development Research pre- 
pared a p'per entitled “Con- 
sumption Patterns," at the re- 
quest of the LfNCED Secretariat. 
It pointed out that industrialised 
countries, despite having only 24 
per cent of the global population, 
consume 85 per cent of the 
world's metals. 92 per cent of its 
cars. 85 per cent of its chemicals. 
81 per cent of its paper. 78 per 
cent of sawn wood, 72 per cent of 
milk and 48 per cent of cereals. 
They also consume 82 per cent of 
gasoline, 72 per cent of diesel, 85 
Z'cr ;jnl and 32 r - . r 

electricity. 

If the climate change conven- 
tion is to be taken seriously, the 
present consumption patterns will 
have to be restructured and it can 
.hardly be painless. Some jobs 
may be lost, but new ones would 
also be created. For example, 
jobs lost in car manufacturing 
could be balanced by those 
gained in laying railway tracks 
and manufacturing railway 
wagons and cabins. Research 
efforts and expenditure for arma- 
ments could instead be directed 
to research for renewable water 
and sanitation at low costs. 

Remember, the South needs 
food, clothing, housing, books, 
soaps, drugs and other items in 
large quantities. Thus, we may 
still have large needs for con- 
sumption in the South that could 
provide jobs in both hemis- 
pheres. A different kind of gtoboi 


consumption pattern has to 
emerge as neither poverty nor 
excessive consumption by the 
affluent is sustainable. 

Restructuring of all economies 
is needed, but especially those of 
the North. The rich of the South 
emulate consumption patterns of 
the North, while commercials and 
an all pervasive media invite the 
poor of the South to follow them 
in turn. The North must take the 
lead to change consumption pat- 
terns and to send correct signals 
to the South. 

Eventually, what we need is an 
80 per cent reduction in carbon 
emissions and this will not be 
accomplished by technology and 
prices alone. Alternative tech- 
nologies which do not comprom- 
ise lifestyle have been talked ab- 
out for a long rime. But it is time 
'L. ought of alternative 
lifestyles. This is because tech- 
nologies which seem promising 
often turn out to be dead ends. 
Some technologies substitute one 
set of resources with another. 
Most of these reduce resource 
consumption by 10 to 25 per cent. 
Some technologies, on an indi- 
vidual basis, may reduce resource 
requirements by 75 per cent, but 
this might not be realised as a 
societal average due to a number 
of reasons. 

Technologies based on renew- 
ables, even if their price tags are 
reduced, would also require res- 
tructuring and even then these 
may not be the final answer. 
Sustainable development will 
have to involve changes in lifes- 
tyle. That does not need to com- 
promise happiness or deny a rich 
menu of choices. We could have 
many choices of low resource 
consumption. On the one hand. 


we could look to the past when 
our lifestyles were more in har- 
mony with nature and on the 
other, we could think of futuristic 
options such as smart cars con- 
trolled by computers. 

Sustainability is not just about 
not compromising options of fu- 
ture generations, but also about 
removing disparities in the world 
today and enhancing options of 
the present generation. The de- 
velopment options based on 
cheap oil were taken away from 
the South twenty years ago and 
options to grow without con- 
straints of global wanning no 
longer exist. The South has not 
used its fair share in the environ- 
mental space and needs it now 
more than ever before. There- 
fore, North-South transfers have 
to be an integral part of any 
global strategy for sustainable de- 
velopment. 

A carbon tax appears to be a 
favoured measure of the Orga- 
nisation of Economic Coopera- 
■ tion and Development (OECD) 
countries to reduce fossil fuel 
consumption, and the World Re- 
source Institute (WRI), the 
World Bank and others have 
written on the subject. But a 
carbon tax in the North alone will 
be pointless, because the South 
will then become a dumping 
ground for carbon-intensive acti- 
vities and global emissions will 
not be reduced by much. 

A carbon tax would make 
sense only if North-South transfer 
were an integral part of the 
strategy on what happens to the 
carbon tax. For example, the* 
collected carbon tax could be 
spent to purchase annually trade- 
able emission quotas (ATEQ) 
from the South, in order to gener- 


ate funds for its development. 
Transfers would therefore be in 
proportion to unutilised emission 
quotas and not according to the 
whims of the funding agencies. In 
this way, countries of the South 
have incentives to choose 
their development patterns wisely* 
and will also reduce CCk emis- 
sions from the beginning rather 
than after 30 years. 

Only those technologies — de- 
veloped in either the North or the 
South — which are less expensive 
than the emission quotas purch- 
ased from the South, would be 
considered cost effective. Most i 
importantly, the CO^ emissions 1 
would be controlled because only 
a limited amount of quotas would 1 
be issued. 

The monitoring required for j 
ATEQ is no different from any : 
other monitoring. ATEQ could 
achieve the triple objectives of 
reducing poverty, reducing 
greenhouse gases and achieving 
sustainability, at lower costs. If 
the poor get the ir fair share of the 
global environmental resources 
as soon as- possible, sustainable 
development is a possibility. 
Otherwise it is the pastime of a 
chosen few. 

Dr Jyoti K. Parikh is a Senior 
Professor and leads the energy 
and environment group at the 
Indira Gandhi Institute of De- i 
velopment Research m Bombay. 
She has worked as a consultant to 
the Planning Commission, Gov- 
ernment of India, UNCED, the 
World Bank, UNIDO , FAQ, 
EEC, UNESCO, UNO, UNDP 
and ESCAP. The article % is re- 
printed from the Switzerland- 
based Centre For Our Common 
Future bulletin. 


to ignore, to the bitter end. the ramifications of wage freeze*. 

If the fiscal targets are not to be adjusted, there will be two 
alternatives. First, to boost the external revenues of the govern, 
ment through more foreign grants and. as the Iasi resort, through 
internal or external loans. Second, to rationalise imports of 
(goods and services) through direct controls. " 

The aim of controlling imports is to bnng aboutaredutaon m 
them as to augment the economic adjustment efforts anned at 
remedying the external trade balance. The importance ofhames- 
smg the budget deficit in the context of the adjustment process 
stems, and stemmed, from the fact, or the assumption that the 
elimination of the deficit will cut the demand of the pubhc sector 
for imports, which initially contributed to the unbalance of the 
external sector of the economy and thereby to our foreign 
indebtedness. The IMF should have no objection to achieving the 
same end by different means and thereafter accept different fiscal 
targets that allow Jordan to cater for socio-economic problems. 
And mind you: Economic growth and employment are not 
negatively correlated with budget deficits. 

Schemes of economic reform, including adjustment program- 
mes, cannot succeed if they overlook social problems or produce 
them. The erosion of real wages is one good example of these 
problems. 


LETTERS 


Of whales and men 


To the Editor: 

It was not too long ago that a couple of whales made a wrong turn 
and ended up trapped beneath the Arctic ice in the North Pole. 
Major networks picked up the story and transmitted the tale of 
the poor whales whose lives were in danger, around the world. 
The response was amazing. Major western governments im- 
mediately sent teams of experts to save the whales. Food was 
flown in, medicine was provided, equipment was sent and millions 
of dollars were spent to ensure that the lives of the whales were 
spared. Similar incidents concerning whales, dolphins, zebras, *J 
ducks, elephants and various other animals have captured the ' 
hearts, minds and pockets of powerful western nations who t 
rushed to save the day* ,,- 

In December 1992, four-hundred and fifteen Palestinians were ; 
banished without trial to no-man’s land on the Lebanese- Israeli “ 
border, without shelter, water or medicine. The story was picked , 
up by major networks but world response was weak. None of the ] 
western governments who have rushed to the scene when other " 
mammals were in danger were to be seen. If the 415 Palestinians ‘ 
left to die in no-man’s land were any other species, but what they _ 
are, the western world would have done the impossible to help ’ 
them. However, since they are only “Palestinian Arabs" the*: 
western world feels that their lives are not an urgent enough ^ 
matter to require immediate action. 

As a result, the response was to simply issue resolutions and t 
strongly worded condemnations. In the meantime, 415 human , 
beings wait without food, water and shelter for the meaningless ’ 
resolutions to take effect. Therefore. I think that if these 
expellees renounce the name of homo sapiens and decide to ' 
belong to the category of “other mammals," maybe their rights to t 
life would be sacred enough to merit immediate attention. 

.. ■ ( . v . ,2 

-i --'^2- Dr. Aida Dabbas, ... t 

‘ . Amman. : 


Why increase taxes? 

To the Editor: 

There is a proposed motion to increase the importation taxes on a 
large number of commodities and products imported into Jordan. 

In my view, the basic concept of raising taxes is to increase the 
revenues of the government and to pay for the debt that it is 
accumulating. 

It seems to me that there is not one person in the government 
able to tackle the huge amounts of wasted expenditure within the 
government and to redirect this financial resource to the new 
areas of concern, instead of raising taxes once again. 

The present tax structure is more than adequate to meet the 
demands of the government which, incidentally, we all support. 

As a simple example, there are laws that permit a certain 
government public servant to issue instructions to destroy millions 
of documents that are not needed due to age and or are obsolete. 

From what I know, there seems to be a person to take a 
decision to build new storage areas and waste taxpayers’ money. 
But th ere is no person who is willing to take the decision to 
destroy the millions of papers that are accumulating, and to save 
this wasted money. 

This is only a simple example that shows how if the proper, 
ranted detiaons were taken, the government would save 
millions; instead of us, the private sector, which have become the 
milking cow, continuing to pay the price. 

I urge the Parliament and the government, in good Faith, to halt 
this idea of raising taxes once again and do the right thing by 
cutting unnecessary expenditures. 

Wajih Murad, 
Amman. 


In the wrong cup 

To the Editor: 

In reference to your article “And«*nr j • . , 

“The most important object found at riu* *^ ce . on 8 f,t to . rea ^- 

te.° ?. a b ™' (probab * « ■**»» «ref u || y S St“o a r^tt 

-MSf MK? tt-p- ■ 

Furthermore, we die readers are mn™ J 

U of taowledge ’ 

NeDy Lama, 

Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and - 

readers on any subject they wish to if* 

publication, however, should contain thi l , , JJ tended ** 

i 

^^^Thinewspaper is not responsible 


o*> 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 1993 5 


; Agreement eludes Somali warlords I Deputies expected to endorse budget 


f . (Coutmued from Page 1) 

the secretary-general downwards, 
fhave' failed' tone and again to 
[demonstrate an understanding of 
“the intricate problems in Somalia. 
;Tbe most recent example is the 
‘present conference.” 

■ Dr. GhaK refused to identify 
[Gen.- Aideed as an obstacle to the 
^progress of the talks, which set 
-oat with the modest agenda of 
[persuading some 15. factions to 
[agree on the reco n oKation con- 
•ference. 

' “If you want to find a solution, 
[you have to foscuss with the good 
-boys and the bad boys,” he said. 

Gen. Ai deed’s faction said the 
United Nations had invited what 
it called lt indrvidaal dissidents 
and -splinter groups’* to the talks 
and was “too meddling" m its 
dealings with Somali leaders. 

Aides of Gen. Aideed’s bitter 
rival Ali Mahdi Mohammad said 
a series of meetings between fac- 
tions Tuesday afternoon had en- 
ded in deadlock. 

Aden Abdallah Noor, chair- 
man of the Somali Patriotic 
Movement, said all factions but 
Gen. Aideed’s were nearing 
.agreement on a ceasefire to be 
followed by withdrawal into the 
home areas of their respective 
;dans. 

* Gen. Aideed’s faction, which 
bolds large territories outside its 
homeland, rejected the proposal, 
arguing for a ceasefire in place, 


said Mr. Abdullah. 

Mohammad Ali Mohamed, an 
official of Mr. AliMabdfs group, 
said he favoured extending the 
conference — which had been . 
scheduled to last two days inter- 
national community presented a 
unique opport u nity. 

“Before, the only way we cotild 
talk was with a gun,” he said. 
“This is a golden opportunity and 
we must not lose it." 

. Meanwhile rival e lans fought 
on the northwestern outskirts of 
Mogadishu as U.S. troops. tried to 
improve security in the ' lawless 
Somali capital. 

U.S. military spokesman 
Marine- Colonel Fred Peck said 
Monday evening’s dashes were a 
smaller-scale repeat of dan-based 
fighting which erupted- in roughly 
the same area on New Year’s eve 
during a visit by U.S. President 
George- Bush. 

The British charity Save the 
Children Fund (SCF) said Tues- 
day one of its field workers re- 
ported seeing a private car which 
had been hit by a rocket in the 
area on Monday. At least one 
Somali passenger was killed. 

U.S. marines shot and almost' 
certainly killed a Somali gunman. 
Tuesday m a lawless part of north 
Mogadishu. 

Col. Peck told reporters a 
Marine sniper fired one shot after 
the man Bred on marines while 
fleeing a building which they 
were securing. 


Israel stands firm on expulsions 


Exchange sheds new light into Ma’an riots 


(Coatinaed from Page 1) 

(which could) lead to unnecessary 
[toss of life.” 

• Mr. Rifai’s government res- 
igned a week after the riots 
[started and secretary-general of 
^different ministries ran day-to- 
-day affairs until Sharif Zeid Ben 
'Shaker ' was- appointed prime 
[minister cm April. 29. 

• In his letter to Al Ra’i, Mr. 
[Moumani said he was waiting for 
;the drivers at the govemorate 
•building at 8 JO in the morning 
[but that the “big surprise was 
(when the drivers, instead of com- 
■rag to the building, went to the 
['comprehensive secondary 
[school* for boys and brought- the 
■students out forcefully, then went 
[to another school and collected 
[the students there in the same 
•manner and led a march to the 
■govemorate building.” 

[ “I asked the security forces not 
[to stand in the way of the inarch 
■and to avoid any confrontation hi 
.‘the hope that Z would be able to, 
ideal with the protthStiif fcnd sOly<jj£ 

; amiably," Mr. Mortmain said. 

[ ‘'When the marchers arrived at ' 
[the police station, which is only 
[metres away from the governo- 
•rate building, they tried to force 
[their way into the police station 
[and that is when the dashes 
■be|an with the police forces 
‘winch by that time had received 
aider, from the governor to pro- 
tect the lives of the citizens." 

- “In short, I want to stress a 
reality that should be realised by 
‘Mr. Arar first and all other offi- 
cials and citizens second," Mr. 
Moumani said. “No-one came to 
•see me in my office, or my home 
or any other place over the deci- 
sion by the cabinet to raise foe 
prices of fuel, not before foe riots 
.nor on that Tuesday morning 
when the problems started." 

“All that was rumoured about 


me of not meeting withthe driv- 
ers, of mistreating than- and im- 
prisoning some of them or that I 
dosed the doors of the govemo- 
rate in their . faces were only 
rumours aimed at giving credence 
to foe irresponsible behaviour of 
some, of the. drivers,”- Mr. 
Moumani added.. 

The story, as told by Mr. 
Moumani, was further verified by 
Brig. Znreiqi who also com- 
plained in his letter that Mr. Arar 
failed to “verify the truth before 
* faUmg victim to rurnonr^whiefa at 
that time also accused -him of 
being . behind the problems in 
Ma’am.” 

“Instead of defending himself 
against the string of rumours 
against him,, he went and threw 
-these accusations at others and at 
these same government institu- 
tions which he at one . time 
headed,” Brig; Znreiqi said-in a 
direct reference to Mr. Arar’s 
former post as minister of interior 
who, among his other duties,- is ip . 
charge of Jordan’s govemorates. . 

“The security apparatus, which< 
did its job as best as it could, was 
careful to be accurate and to 
operate within the law, did not 
rely on rumours or it would have 
accused Mr. Arar of instigating 
the riots as was rumoured at that 
time,” the retired officer said. 

Both-Mr. Moumani and Brig. 
Zureiqi pointed to an incident on 
the day before foe riots began 
when five Ma’an drivers told foe 
police department that 42 drivers 
who shuttle between foot city and 
the capital will not take passen- 
gers at the going rate of JD 1.70. 

According to both former offi- 
cials, a permission was given to 
the drivers to charge JD 2 until 
such a time when the minister of 
transportation would issue a new 
list of prices compatible with the 
increase in fuel prices. 


CBJ reiterates warning to foreign groups 


(Continued from Page 1) . 

Tunes Tuesday. Dr. Nabulsi 
said the CBJ had not given any 
permission to the IIP to invite 
investments from Jordanians 
for projects inside or outside. 

; As such, he said, the project's 
activities in the Kingdom were 
ilieg&I and the CBJ was pur- 
suing the matter with the 
security authorities. 

Mr. Ghaith said IIP repre- 
sented American Muslims and 

- it had various projects in eight 
American states and five or six 
Islamic countries. 

He asserted that the objec- 
tive of his advertisements in 
the local press were “aimed at 
[assessing whether we were 
wanted here or not rather than 
inviting investments from 
Jordanians." 

“We found that so many' 
people were interested in our 
project and hence our plans for 

- a regional office in Amman,” 
he said, adding that all opera- 
tions of the project were strict- 
ly guided by the Islamic con- 
cepts of xnosharqa (part- 
nership) and mudaraba (bid- 
<%)• 

“None of our operations in- 
dudes usury (interest) at all at 
any stage,” he said. 

However, ‘.‘if they don’t- 
warn as here, we will leave," 
be added. 

It was the second known 
incident where die CBJ 
w arned foreign based groups 
against soliciting investments 
mm Jordanians in 18 months. - 
i .In. the earlier episode, a 
! Latin ' American national of 
! Arab origin came to Jordan in 
-mid-1991 saying he was the 
. chief executive of a Tunis- 
■ based “Arab American Bank” 
.and wanted other to buy a 


Jordanian commercial bank or 
set up a new one. 

He boasted of a working 
capital of $500 million and 
planned to advertise in the 
local newspapers offering 
shares at $10 each. He de- 
scribed his project as “a peo- 
ple’s bank.” 

The CBJ, which was 
approached by the man with an 
unsolicited proposal to buy one 
of the collapsed Jordanian 
commercial banks along with 
its licence, issued two warnings 
to the public against dealing 
with him. 

Security forces investigated 
the man and found he had little 
banking credentials and 
warned him against continuing 
his activities in the Kingdom. 

But that was not foe end of 
the story, according to police 
sources. 

The man had rung up 
thousands of dinars m tele- 
phone WHs from his rented 
villa in Sbeunsani in addition 
to issuing bogus cheques for 
the rent of the villa. He did not 
pay for office equipment -— 
computers, photocopiers and 
facsimile machines etc. — and 
leftrat least two of his “em- 
ployees” in the larch without 
paying their salaries for. 
months. 

Police arrested him on 
charges of issuing bogus che- 
ques; And then an add iti onal 
complaint was filed against him 
by his- Ftlipma maid who said 
she was pregnant . by him. 

The man was detained for 
almost a year, penning the 
settlement of the outstanding 
claims against him, before 
being released in mid-1992. It 
was not clear how the cases 
were settled. 
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foe people and serve the interests 
of .the countries that control it. 

Coming out of his silence since 
release from jail under a General 
Amnesty issued by IBs Majesty 
King Hussein in November, De- 
puty. Leith Shbeilat (Amman) 
launched the strongest attack on 
the IMF saying the government 
strictly followed its instructions in 
preparing the draft budget. 

The independent Islamist de- 
puty -was' released under the par- 
don in November after the State 
Security Court found him guilty 
of sedition among other charges 
and sentenced him to 20 years of 
bard labour. 

The fond is one of the most 
dangerous tools of the world sys- 
tem for imposing absolute econo- 
mic liberalism... and abolishing 
customs and tariffs... which only 
serves the interests of industrial- 
ised countries,” said Mr. 
Shbeilat. who attacked the free 
market economy in general. 

An outspoken Shbeilat said no- 
thing has changed in Jordan since 
people took to the streets in April 
1989 to protest alleged govern- 
ment corruption and price hikes. 

In a direct criticism of his 
colleagues, Mr. Shbeilat said four 
years after the November 1989 
parliamentary elections, the slo- 
gans of “democracy is the solu- 
tion,” and “Islam js the solution” 
seem to have been replaced by 
foe slogan “The (International 
Monetary) Fund is the solution.” 

In what he described as the 
“tangnage of analysis and not 
threats,” Mr. Shbeilat said while 
people who were responsible for 
“driving foe country into foe 
abyss of indebtedness were not 
touched; no power succeeded in 
charging them." 

' People who were investigating 
conniption were instead “arrested 
and tanght a' Lesson by the “fair 
judiciary,” a lesson that they will 
not forget," said Mr. Shbeilat in a 
speedi -that noticeably captured 


foe attention of all deputies and 
ministers present. 

“People can now (rest assured) 
after the arrest of the source of 
real ‘conspiracy’,” he said in a 
cynical, indirect reference to his 
arrest and conviction. 

Before his arrest, Mr. Shbefiat 
was the head of a parliamentary 
committee charged with investi- 
gating alleged government cor- 
ruption. 

Mr. Shbeilat demanded that 
government publicise its agree- 
ment with IMF and the confiden- 
tial letter of intent, “which is 
unknown to those who are sup- 
posed to be the guardians of 
national sovereignty: The De- 
puties, and foe majority of minis- 
ters who ignore something called 
collective responsibility of the 
cabinet.” 

Politics dominated the 
speeches of other deputies, with 
Amman representative Fares Al 
Nabulsi castigating the Ministry 
of Interior for “acting with mar- 
tial law mentality.” 

He said the ministry exceeded 
its mandate in denying licences to 
three political parties, acting like 
an independent government. He 
called on government to reverse 
foe ministry’s decision. 

The ipinistry has refused to 
license the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party, the Jordan Communist 
Party and the Jordan People's 
Democratic party. 

Mr. Nabulsi also demanded 
that municipal elections be held 
in Amman because it “was un- 
natural” that the capital is denied 
this right while other cities in the 
country enjoy it. 

The role of the Amman Muni- 
cipality is assumed by the Am- 
man Govemorate Council, which 
is appointed by the government. 

Tuesday's session started at 
*1030 a.m. and lasted till 6 p.m. 
when Cabinet members and the 
House speakers left for the air- 
port to receive King Hussein who 
returned home from London. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Tuesday to discuss details of his 
visit. 

Israel expelled the group on 
Dec. 17 for alleged links to Mus- 
lim fundamentalist groups that 
killed five Israeli soldiers as well 
as Palestinians suspected of help- 
ing Israel. 

Mr. Ben-Ami said Israel also 
stood by its decision to allow a 
one-time delivery of medical aid 
only if Lebanon let a food convoy 
through at the same time. The 
Beirut government refused. 

In his letter to Council Presi- 
dent Yoshio Hatano of Japan, 
Dr. Ghali said he was sending a 
new emissary to the region after 

Under-Secretary-General for 

Political Affairs James Johah 
foiled to secure Israel's com- 
pliance with the Dec. 18 council 
resolution demanding the evic- 
tees' immediate safe return. 

“I regret to have to inform the 
members of the council that Mr. 
Johah's mission was unsuccessful. 
From all that I have heard, I 
believe this is attributable pri- 
marily to Israel’s unwillingness to 
comply with Resolution 799,’’ 
Dr. Ghali said. 

“In view of foe gravity of the 
situation, and before presenting a 
foil report to the Security Coun- 
cil, I feel compelled to make a 
further effort to find a solution in 
conformity with the terms set out 
in Resolution 799,” he said. 

The Palestinians stranded in 


South Lebanon said they were 
hopeful foe new U.N. enovy 
would arrange their return home. 

The 415 evictees shivered 
through their 19th night at a 
makeshift tent camp where they 
are running low on food and 
medicine and have run out of 
heating fuel. 

Group spokesman Abdul Aziz 
Al Rantisx hailed as “positive” 
Dr. Ghali’s warning that he might 
recommend Security Council ac- 
tion to force Israel to take back 
the evictees. 

“I see that foe (U.N.) position 
is more serious than before and I 
see that Israel will have to comply 

with international legitimacy,” 
Mr. Rantisi said. 

In Beirut, President Elias Hra- 
wi repeated Lebanon's refusal to 
allow the Palestinians into terri- 
tory it controls and called their 
expulsion an aggression against 
his country. 

“Lebanon will not foil into the 
trap," Mr. Hrawi told parlia- 
ment. “We do not accept that 
Lebanon be used as a spearhead 
of hit against the legitimate rights 
of our brothers.” 

“Let whoever created the 
problem solve it. Lebanon has no 
responsibility in an action com- 
mitted by. others,” he said. 

Mr. Hrawi. said Lebanon had 
refused to accept the Palestinians 
not because it is .“against their 
cause ... but to safeguard Leba- 
non's sovereignty and independ- 
ence.” 


Muna Kassab Nabil 
— a remembrance 


U.S. studies 'options’ 


Arab ministers denounce terrorism 
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. The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, said the 21-member 
Arab League was determined to 
quash Muslim fundamentalists. 

In a reference to Egypt, Alger- 
ia and Tunisia, which have been 
grappling to control anti- 
government radical Islamic 
movements, Tehran Radio said 
;aome Arab couutpes„wcrc trying 
'to - equate terrorism with Muslim 
' fundamentalism. -w 

Mt is possible that in some 
countries, those who live under 
egregious oppression, resort to 
violence. But this reaction does 
not in any way mean that violence 
is one of the principal tenets of 
Islamism,” the radio said. 

Egypt and Algeria have blamed 
Iran for funding anti-government 
fundamentalist movements, a 
charge denied by Tehran. 

Toe radio warned countries 


spoiling for a fight with the fun- 
damentalists to beware. 

“Islamic awakening is in the 
heart of every Muslim individual, 
and it is impossible to fight 
thoughts with guns,” the radio 
said. 

It taunted Arab countries grap- 
pling to control fundamentalism 
by saying that if they wanted a 
united strategy against Islam, 
they need look no further than 
Israel’s '.policies agajnst the 
-'Palt&tihianS.' ~ 

Algeria;' Egypt and Tunisia 
have also accused Sudan’s Isla- 
mic government of training and 
backing foe Muslim militants 
opposing them. 

Egypt’s interior minister, 
Mohammad Abdul Halim Musa, 
who appealed Monday for a com- 
bined Arab plan “to protect 
Islam from those who defame it 
with crimes of murder and des- 
truction,” left a few minutes be- 
fore the dosing session began. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
fighter jets poliring the area 
south of the 32nd Parallel where 
Iraqi aircraft have been banned. 

Mr. Fhzwater did not say what 
types of options under considera- 
tion. 

But U.S. defence offidals, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
earlier Tuesday that American 
offidals were concerned that the 
movement of the missiles might 
signal an attempt by Iraq to shoot 
down an American warplane in 
the area. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 


Cheney told reporters in an inter- 
view Monday that the U.S. air- 
craft carrier Kitty Hawk was now 
on station in the Gulf to keep a 
closer watch on recent Iraqi viola- 
tions of the southern rone. 

Mr. Cheney warned that “it 
would be a major mistake” for 
Iraq to think that U.S. President- 
elect Bill Clinton, who takes 
office on Jan. 20, would be more 
reluctant than outgoing President 
George Bush to demand com- 
pliance with post-Gulf war agree- 
ments. 


Muna Kassab Nabil died last 
Thursday morning at the age of 
43, after struggling briefly against 
what turned out to be a fatal 
ailment of the 'heart and lungs. 
Her death, like her life, left a 
profound impact on her friends, 
family, and colleagues. 

Most of us, as often happens in 
life, did not have the opportunity 
to tell her while she was alive how 
much we — how much we what? 
Loved her? Enjoyed her? 
Appreciated her? Even the senti- 
ments that we felt towards her 
were not always neatly divisible 
into standard compartments of 
human emotion, because she did 
not lend herself to standardisa- 
tion or compartmentalisation. 
Certainly, we loved her, enjoyed 
her company, valued her 
friendship, sought out her opin- 
ions and advice, laughed at her 
jokes and occasional sharp com- 
ments and constantly marveled at 
her almost infinite capacity to 
care for others, to remember the 
birthdays of children, foe con- 
cerns of friends, and the small 
wishes of the elderly. We 
admired her capacity to love Jor- 
dan and Palestine and her wider 
Arab identity, while criticising 
elements in all of them that occa- 
sionally annoyed her. We were 
moved by her and her husband’s 
ability to make their marriage 
into a routine monument of 
Christian-Muslim fraternity. She 
valued the many good things and 
fine people all around her, but at 
the same time she did not hesitate 
to castigate the fools and point 
out foe faults that annoyed her. 
Few people combined all of these 
traits in a single, energised hu- 
man package, as she did. 

We realise now. in retrospect, 
why we mourn her death and 
cherish her memory. Because 
above and beyond all the affec- 
tion and joy we felt towards her, 
we also admired her and looked 
up to her — not the cerebral 
admiration we feel for people 


who may achieve the occasional 
great feat, but the warm admira- 
tion we feel for people whose 
everyday lives are monuments to 
qualities we would like to com- 
mand in ourselves. Muna’s life 
was characterised, above all, by 
the qualities of courage, honesty, 
and compassion for others. She 
blended these traits in an uncom- 
mon character, that generated 
uncommon affection. 

In restrospect, also, we realise 
that she was, in fact, a quiet 
leader whose credibility was 
borne of her strength of character 
and strong will. We realise now 
that her death deprived us of one 
of the many small anchors that we 
link together into a support sys- 
tem that makes life at once 
meaningful, understandable and 
fun. Leaders are like that, espe- 
cially the quiet ones. You only 
fully appreciate them, and miss 
them terribly, when they are 
gone. 

Many of us are angry that we 
did not tell Muna aJI of these 
things while she was alive — 
angry at ourselves for not having 
reciprocated foe constant ges- 
tures of appreciation and affec- 
tion that she made to all of her 
friends, family and colleagues. 
But then, she probably knew how 
much we loved her by the silent 
gestures we made to her and her 
husband and her family — the 
little gifts we brought her frbm 
our travels, the frequent, brief 
phone calls to ask a quick ques- 
tion or share a new thought, the 
willingness to share secrets with 
her and her alone, the tendency 
to turn first to her and her hus- 
band in a moment of need, thp 
anticipation at telling her foe 
latest political joke, the present^ 
we shared on annual occasion^, 
and foe many times we asked her 
advice on issues that mattered, 
and a few that didn't. She must 
have known how we felt about 
her. Special people always do.[ 

Rami Kboori 


Shots fired at tourists in Egypt 103rd U.S. Congress assumes office 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Security sources in Assiut. 320 
kilometres south of Cairo, said 
police officers escorting the tour- 
ists were returning fire directed at 
foe two minibuses from across a 
canal. They said neither vehicle 
was hit, and they continued on 
their way uninterrupted. 

But In Cairo, Major General 
Galal Al Shamy. an Interior 
Ministry spokesman, said gunfire 
originated in a small village near 
around Dairut. a hotbed of Mus- 
lim extremist violence north of 
Assiut. He said it was part of a 
security operation, not directed 
at the tourist buses. 

The government’s Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) quoted 


an interior ministry official as 
saying the shooting occurred in 
an exchange of fire between Mus- 
lim extremists and pursuing 
police in the village. 

Dairut is 60 kilometres north of 
foe provincial capital. Assiut. 
The area was the scene of most of 
Egypt’s extremist violence last 
year, prompting the government 
to provide aimed escorts for 
much of the southern tourist traf- 
fic. 

Gen. Shamy said the dragnet 
around Dairut was to find extremists 
suspected of involvement in three 
separate attacks against Christians 
on Sunday and Monday. 

One man died and another was 
wounded in the attacks. ’ 
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colleagues, they differed on 
priorities. 

Change was evident not just in 
the overall numbers, but in foe 
people who will be serving in 
Congress. 

Both chambers will have re- 
cord numbers of women: Six in 
foe Senate and 47 in the House. 

The House also will have 38 
blacks and 27 Hispanics, records 
in both categories. The Senate 
will have its first black member 
since 1978 the first black woman 
member ever in Democrat Carol 
Moseley Braun of Illinois; and its 
first American Indian in more 
than 60 years, Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell of Colorado. 


Appearing on “CBS Tttfs 
Morning,” Democratic newcom- 
ers emphasised the need to help 
the poor and strengthen educa- 
tion and job training program- 
mes. They also supported tax 
increases, especially on the riefi. 

“I don’t think we ought to sqy 
away from taxes,” said Democra- 
tic Eva Clayton of North Caroli- 
na. ; 

Republicans focused on the 
need to reduce record federal 
deficits but stood firm again&t 
new tax increases. ; 

"The economy is on foe right 
track," said Republican Jay Kim 
of California, foe first Koreart- 
American ever to- be elected to 
Congress. "This is not the time to 
raise taxes.” 
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ALWATS CHOOSE 
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packing, air freight" 

FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

SWTCL.6046T6 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


CROWN 


INTIL EST. | 
Packing, shipping, m 
forwarding, storage, 1 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

☆ Kais Drydean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Sioes repair * Engraving 
* Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches afYOUR Sendee 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 j 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Takeaway service 
‘ available 
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7. 30 -ft .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
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Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivery 


8:00 - 24:00 




CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daily tor 
lunch & dimer 

Tike tnj terriers 

Jabal Al Hussein 
Hreshy of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
TaL 667755 


674111 

Plaza 



.Cfina 

Town 

Restaurant 




/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasle our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

K 6:30 -Midnight > 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammarvjiow has its own. 

Where you can erij^foe most exquisite 

Chinese and dinner. 

■ :A! 

. Banqt^s^v&fe^^-^fvfce 

All chefaji^l^teg, China 

31 the AnTn^TiaM Hotel 
Tel. 674295 6r 674f fl ext. 6338 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TaksiwaylsavillaUa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 6389BB 


The First Class Hotel in . 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every i 
room...! 1 


1 MANDARIN RESTAURANT | 

Special Chinese Foods 
Edited Chinese Chefs 

| Open 11:30-330 Jt 6:U0-II.X> daJy| 

Taka away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 
|TeL 661922, AmjnajjK g^A 

luce Tested /O/ 

i Always keyed -n 



Trio Erisola 

AT. TCTTATMA BAR 
SSOpjn-UOam 





Amman- tel -668193 
PO Bo^ 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


French jl (Euisinc { 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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West Indian batsman Brian Lara (left) works his way to 121 not 
out with 15 boundaries, as Australian wicket-keeper Ian Healy 
(right) watches (AFP photo) 


Lara hits 
record test score 


SYDNEY (AP) — West Indian 
cricketer Brian Lara will never 
forget the 23 runs he didn’t make 
in The Third Test against Austra- 
lia Tuesday. 

Lara turned his maiden century 
of Monday into an epic 277 be- 
fore he ran himself out late on the 
fourth day at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground after carrying the West 
Indies to the safety of a likely 
draw. 

The 23-year-old trinidadian hit 
the boundary fence 38 times in a 
little under 'eight hours at the 
wicket as he chased Sir Garfield 
Sobers' all-time record tesr score 
of 365 not out. Sobers was at the 
ground to see the young left- 
hander dismantle the Australian 
attack. 

“I was thinking about 300 and 


it was a bit disappointing that I 
got myself out.” Lara said. “I still 
feel great though, to get so far. I 
was dreaming about this day and 
it’s nice for me that it came early 
m my career.” 

Lara began the day on 121 after 
telephoning his mother in his 
village of Santa Cruz, near the 
capital of Port-of-Spain, to tell 
her of his maiden test century. 

The former youth captain was 
not content with a simple century 
and carried on to record the 
fourth-highest score in a maiden 
century innings and the fourth- 
best score in test cricket by a 
West Indian. 

Sobers holds both marks with 
that undefeated 365 against Pakis- 
tan at Kington in 1957-58. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Paris-Dakar Rally drivers face snow 

FEZ. Morocco (R) — Competitors in the Paris-Dakar Rally faced 
a hazardous journey through the Atlas Mountains which were 
covered in snow and black ice Tuesday. Roger Kalmanovitz, the 
rally's deputy director, said the first 127 kilometres of narrow, 
winding trails on the route between the ancient Moirocan city of 
Fez and Beni Ounif in neighbouring Algeria would be made much 
more difficult by the bad weather conditions. Following Monday's 
3 10- km warm up between Tangier and Fez. the African section of 
the rally began in earnest Tuesday with 11 special stages over 761 
kras of mainly mountain and desert tracks to Beni Ounrf. Crews 
of the 65 cars, 46 motorcycles and 41 trucks reported no major 
accidents or breakdowns during the run-up to Fez. 

Witt trying for Olympic figure skating comeback 

BERLIN (AP) — Two-time Olympic figure skating champion 
Katarina Witt said she hopes to make a comeback in the 1994 
Winter Games in Lillehammer. “I am the sort of person who 
needs a big mour tain in front of me to climb,” the 27-year-old 
Witt said on the ARD Television Network. The East German 
skater won the gold in Sarajevo in 1984 and again in Calgary in 
1988. She gave up her amateur career after the games in Canada, 
and since then has appeared in professional ice-skating shows that 
are highly popular in the United States. 

Gretzky cleared to play 

INGLEWOOD t AP) — The great one is returning to t|ie ice, and 
the timing couldn't be better for the slumping Los Angeles Kings. 
Wayne Gretzky, the NHL's all-time leading scorer, has been 
cleared by team doctors to play and will see his first action this 
season Wednesday night when the Kings meet the Tampa Bay 
Lightning at the Forum. *i‘m obviously pretty excited.” Gretzky 
said at a Forum news conference. “Yesterday. I went through 
some tests to see if I was in physical condition to play hockey. The 
tests were fine. ”1 just feel tike I’m physically ready to play. 
There's no reason to wait around. The three months I didn't play, 

I realized how much 1 enjoy playing." 

Platt could return within fortnight 

HOME (R) — England and Juventus midfielder David Platt 
could be back in action within a fortnight after a medical 
examination revealed no serious complications with his injured 
knee, a spokeswoman for the Italian club said Tuesday. Platt had 
an operation to repair cartilage damage last November and his 
return to action has been delayed by a stubborn swelling which led 
io tears of fresh surgery. 

Powell guests at Britain-Russia meet 

GLASGOW (AP) — Mike Powell, world record holder for the 
long jump, will be a guest competitor at the Britain-Russia indoor 
track meet Jan. 30. organisers have said. World champion in 1991 
but stiver medallist behind rival Carl Lewis at last year’s 
Olympics. Powell is one of several Americans invited to compete 
at the meet at Kelvin Hall and is first to accept. 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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NOT TIME FOR MAYDAY 


B<iih vulnerable South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ K fl 3 
J 9 5 4 
KQ 

♦ A 8 7 4 

WEST EAST 

* 1ft 7.0 4 ♦ 6 2 

* 2 ■ Q 10 7 3 

4 10 6 3 '74 

*KQ6 + J 10 9 3 2 

SOUTH 

♦ AQJ9 
A K 6 

A 9 8 5 2 
^ 3 

Thr MiMmg: 

South Went North East 

l Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 4 Pam. 3 ,\T Pass 

I Push 5 Pass 

«i Pass Pass Pans 

l '|u-n:nj; |«id. King nf • 

‘•‘ hen m a bad comraci. 

'Ii-’i'l .'ili.indun hope. Look fnra line 
ih.il might uffer n chance for success 
and play at if that distribution e»- 
ihU- This hand, played aboard the 
Ki-y;il V iking -Sun. is an example. 

When Nurlh showed a balanced 
1 . 1 - In points by jumping to twu no 
iHirnp. .South was intended in 
•■l.uii. Four diamonds probed for the 


possibility of a 5-3 fit in that suit 
and we would have bid four no 
trump with the North hand rather 
than five diamonds. Since a trump 
suit had nut yet been agreed upon, 
that would be natural, not ace- 
asking. 

West led a club, and declarer was 
not enamored with the prospects. 
Barring the lucky shot of finding 
either defender with a singleton or 
duubletun queen nf hearts, the best 
chance to land the slam was an even 
trump break. So declarer look the 
ace of clubs in dummy, cashed the 
king and queen of trumps and then 
came to hand with a club ruff to play 
the ace of diamonds. East's club dis- 
card was a sore disappointment. 

All was not yet lost. If West held 
two hearts and four spades, or three 
cards in each black suit and the 
queen of hearts, the contract could 
still succeed. Declarer crossed to the 
king of spade**, ruffed another dub 
and than proceeded to play spades. 
When West had to follow to all four 
spades, the alam was home. Declarer 
simply cashed the ace and- king of 
hearts and the 13th trick was won 
by West's uump and East's queen of 
hearts simultaneously. 


Czechs defeat Australia in Hopman Cup 


PERTH (AP) — Petr Korda and 
Jana Novotna teamed for the first 
time in 10 yers Tuesday and gave 
the new Czech republic a 2-1 
victory over Australia in the 
quarterfinals of the Hopman Cup 
team tennis tournament. 

Meanwhile, Guy Forget cele- 
brated bis 28th Birthday leading 
France to victory over the United 
States and a semifinal berth in the 
Hopman Cup. 

Korda and Novotna beat Wally 
Masur and Nicole Pro vis 6-2. 7-6 
(7-5) in the decisive mixed dou- 
bles as the Republic made a 
successful international sporting 
debut. 

They last paired as 14-year-olds 
in a Czech junior tournament, 
losing in the second round. 

Earlier, Pro vis beat Novotna 
6-1, 64 in the the women's sing- 
les and Korda defeated Masur 7-6 
(8-6), 6-4 in the men’s singles. 

Korda and Novotna main- 
tained a 12-0 record for Czech or 
Czechoslovak teams in mixed 
doubles in the $490,000 tourna- 
ment. 

The second-seeded Czechs now 
face the Spanish brother-sister 
combination of Emilio Sanchez 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 
the semifinals. The Spaniards 
paired to win the event - three 
years ago and are bidding to 
become the first repeat cham- 
pions. 

Provis set the tone throughout 
her victory over Novotna, estab- 
lishing a good rhythm with her 
ground strokes and not giving her 
opponent time to settle. 

Provis made only nine un- 
forced errors in the 73-minute 
contest, while the erratic Novot- 
na made 31 and was frequently 
passed by Provis when she adv- 
anced to the net. 

Novotna, ranked 10th in the 
world to Provis' 47th, was suc- 
cessful with only 34 per cent of 
her first serves. 

“I tried too hard and I just 
couldn't find any rhythm,” 
Novotna said. 

Korda levelled the match in 


emphatic style, outhitting Masur 
in a baseline slugfest. 

The Australian was unsettled 
by a series of foot-fault calls and 
was never able to control the 
tempo of the match. 

The fiery Korda was incensed 
by a number of line calls, but 
escaped censure despite twice 
burling his racket to the ground. 
He seemed to draw motivation 
from his arguments with the 
umpire. 

Korda won the tiebreaker in 
the first set after an outburst over 
a call at 6-6. He briefly sat down 
and refused to play on. After 
-calming down, he clinched the set 
two points later and then im- 
mediately broke Masur’s serve in 
the first game of the second set. 

”1 got angry and I got a little bit 
pumped at the same time,” Kor- 
da said. 

He dominated the mixed dou- 
bles with his power at the net 

The Czechs became the third 
team to clinch a semifinal spot. 
The top-seeded German team of 
Steffi Graf and Michael Stich 
faced Ukraine in the remaining 
quarterfinal later Tuesday. 

France beat the United States 
2-1 on Monday, while Spain 
downed defending champion 
Switzerland 34). 

The Pepsi-sponsored tourna- 
ment is one of a number of 
leadup events before the Austra- 
lian Open. It offers a first prize of 
$105,000 and continues through 
Friday night. 

Forget kept France the tie with 
a surprisingly easy straight sets 
win over Malivai Washington af- 
ter Nathalie Tauziat had lost to 
Mary Joe Fernandez in the open- 
ing match. 

Then he took charge in the 
mixed doubles with Tauziat to 
steer the fifth-seeded French to a 
comfortable 6-3 6-2 victory and a 
match against either top seeds 
Germany or Ukraine. 

Forget was generous in his 
praise of Tauziat, who was play- 
ing her first competitive mixed 
doubles match. "Nathalie played 



France's Gay Forget 

like a man. Her volleys were 
really good,*- be said. 

Earlier, Fernandez battled 
nauser and dizzi ness to give the 
Americans a 1-0 lead in a 
mistake-ridden match which saw- 
14 breaks of serve and 129 forced 
and unforced errors. 

Fernandez, ranked six in die 
world, twice needed medical 
attention after complaining that 
she felt unwell. She later blamed 
heatstroke for the problem. 

Fernandez looked on her way 
to a quick win when she wrapped 
up the first set 6-1. But Tauziat 


took the match into a decider 
when she won the second set 
tie-breaker 7-4. 

The American raced into a 4-0 
lead in the final set but then 
visibly sagged again to let Tauziat 
win the next three games before 
pulling herself together to seal, 
the match 6-4. 

Forger’s victory over Washing- 
ton was emphatic, given their 
respective world rankings of 12 
ana 13. He dispatched the Amer- 
ican 6-3 64 in 90 minutes, his 
superior serve and stronger fore- 
hand proving decisive. 


Volkov sidelined with serious knee injury; 
European Basketball Championship drawn 


MILAN (Agencies) — Ukrainian 
forward Alexander Volkov will 
be sidelined for at least two 
months following a serious knee 
injury, doctors of his Italian team 
announced Tuesday. 

American Frank Kornet was 
mentioned in published reports 
among the possible substitutes. 

Volkov, formerly of the Atlan- 
ta Hawks, tore right knee liga- 
ments during Sunday’s league 
game between Panasonic Reggio 
Calabria and Roma. 

Panasonic, Volkov's team, won 
80-79 on the road and held 
second place overall with a record 
of 12-5 and 24 points. 

Knorr Bologna leads the regu- 
lar season standings with 14-3 and 
28 pionts. 

Volkov could only score two 
points before limping out the 
court at Rome’s Paleur following 
a collision with Roma's Croatian 
center Dino Radja. 

Radja scored 23 points for 
Roma. American center Dean 
Garret also had 23 points on the 
winning side. 


Volkov's agent did not im- 
mediately say if the Ukrainian 
player will be operated on in the 
United States or in Italy. 

American forward Pace Mann- 
ion lifted himself atop the leading 
league scorers lists pumping in 29 
points in clear Cantu's 75-63 
home victory against Stefanel 
Trieste. 

Mannion leads the league scor- 
ers with an average of 24.5 points 
per game. Cantu is- tied with 
Reggio Calabria in second place 
overall. 

American guard Terry Teagle 
scored 33 points, and his Croatian 
teammate Toni Kukoc added 13, 
as they led league champion Be- 
netton Treviso to a 100-90 victory 
against Robedikappa -Turin. 

The home win of Treviso came 
after four consecutive losses. 

Meanwhile Brazilian sharp- 
shooter Oscar Schmidt set a re- 
cord of 13,000 points following 10 
seasons in the Italian League as 
he scored 43 points in Femet- 
branca Pavia's 118-100 victory 
against Mangiabevi Bologna in 


the A-2 campaign. 

Meanwhile the draw for this 
summer's European Basketball 
Championship put Italy into a 
tough group with Greece and 
Israel. 

Host Germany was placed in 
the same group as Yugoslavia, 
provided U.N. sanctions are 
lifted and that nation is allowed 
to compete. __ 

Yugoslavia, the reigning Euro- 
pean and world champion, has 
been weakened by the secession 
of four republics, including 
Croatia, which went on to clinch 
the silver medal at the 1992 Bar- 
celona Olympics. 

Now consisting only of Serbia 
and Montenegro, Yugoslavia was 
banned from international com- 
petitions six months ago because 
of the war in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

If the ban is lifted, Yugoslafva 
will have a direct berth in the 
European Championship, while 
Croatia mil have to qualify, along 
with other new European nations 
such as Lithuania, the Olympic 


bronze medalist. 

Russia, a direct qualifier, was 
drawn into Spain's group. 

The June 23- July 4 competition 
begins with preliminary round 1, 
with 16 teams split into four 
round-robin groups. Each group 
has one place free for a qualifier, 
to be determined at a tournament 
May 30-June 6, probably in Zag- 
reb, Croatia. 

If Yugoslavia is still banned, 
the winner of the qualifying 
tournament will take its place, 
and the next four teams will also 
advance to the Europeans. 

Two of the preliminary round I 
groups will play in Berlin and two 
in Karlsruhe. 

Three teams from each of the 
four grounds qualify for prelimin- 
ary round II, which will have two 
groups of six teams. One group 
will play in Berlin, one in Karl- 
sruhe. 

The top four teams in each 
group will advance to the quar- 
terfinals, when the tournament 
becomes single elimination and 
moves to Munich. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JANUARY 6, 1$93 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Rtgbter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Peo- 
ple are likely to be restless and 
nervous, to break promises and to 
look for conditions to complain 
about, so keep cheerful and avoid 
any pitfalls that add to the load of 
others. 

ARIES: (March -21 to April 19) 
Your intuitive perceptions are un- 
usually accurate now and you can 
depend upon them to a much 
greater extent than you are usually 
able to. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Look for whatever an associate 
expects of you and make plans to 
do whatever you can to please 
them and youirelf get ail possible 
benefits there from also. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about how you can best be 
of service to these who have been 
good to yon as well as those who 
have trouble eliminating confusion 
from their lives. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well the plea- 
sures and amusements which give 
you peace of mind and joy and 
make arrangements now to engage 
in and to enjoy them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make 
sore you listen carefully to whatev- 
er your own household desires 
from you as you have a good 
chance to please them by a new 
approach at their wishes. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day to study and make up 


your mind just* what you want in 
the future and to start! 0 put such* 
course of action into effect right 

away. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Take a good look at your 
property and possessions today 
and think out a better course of 

action by which you can increase 
them, have a greater abundance.' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You would be wise, to take 
stock of your best qualities and 
abilities and where they can be b est 
expressed to bring you happiness 
in personal relationships- 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to draw 
back a bit this fine day and consid- 
er deeply your most important 
objectives and the best way to 
confidentially make them yours. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A determined and 
purposeful friend should be lis- 
tened to and followed since there b 
real devotion to you along with 
sensible ideas for your progress. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febm- 
ary 19) Try to contact those with 
whom you have respect for your 
abilities and get them to realise 
anew your special abilities and how 
they can nuke them a reality. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are able to utilize this day 
to best advantage by tuning in on 
your intuitive perceptions how best 
to go and develop in the future. 
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“They’re press-on pimples. They 
make me feel young.” 


Unscramble than flour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri Arnold *j- 


uj 

CREPY 


n 

□ 

LG 

LL 


WHAAS 


" _u_ 

JL 


BILGEO 


3IZC 




SNA 

MEAl 

LL 

□ 

□ 


WHAT THE GOLF 
At?VhCT&ETAS\t?E 
F OR A RAINY' PAY. 

L 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 

■■ em eem 

(Answers tomorrow! 

Jumbles: LARVA FEIGN KOSHER PENURY 

Answer: Sorino few caused him to have this— 

“ FERVOR 


Print answer hen. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Requiem 
5Sly look 
9 Disparaging 
remarks 

14 Seed cover 

15 A Guthrie 

16 Outline water 

17 Disclaim 

18 Healthy 

19 Jong the author 

20 CoEechon of 
anecdotes 

21 Not Justified 

23 S&nenon sleuttl 

25 AddKtonaBy 

26 Lifetime 

27 Rabbit 

29 Confederate 
sokfer 

32 Dumtouod 
35 Serpent's tooth 
38 Actor's award 

37 Regatta, o.g. 

38 Change In 
Cornwall 

39 Aperture 

40 My wort! 

41 Way 

42 Mode 

43 Caesar 

44 Group of one's 
peers 

45 "The Gold Bug" 
author 

46 Dutch cheese 
48 AffSctions 
52 Just deserts 

56 — demer 

57 Arrange, in a 
way 

58 Cheat 

59 DeVito vehfcJa 

60 Fold 

61 C oncernin g 

62 Sound to attract 
attention 

63 Pert 

64 C o n v erge 

65 Great deal 

DOWN 

1 “Cafl Me — “ 

2 Bullring 
,3Bib8csl 

mountain 
4 Guileful 



MfOgtaltaanad 


5 Plains Indian 

6 Upright 

7 Fitzgerald 

8 Canvass 

9 Tough 
lODontineera 

11 Without 
variance 

12 Puerto — 
13Clcatrtx 

21 Egg on 

22 Jessica 

24 Looked steady 

27 Astute 

28 At some time 

30 Oscar winter 
Janrrings 

31 Hacker's term 

32 wa r god 

33 Wise men 

34 Schools 

35 Anxiety 

36 Organ ic 
compound 

38 Chubby 
42 In a pet 
44 Debonair 


Jestantay's Puzzle Solved: 


ninnQ nnrar 
nnd nr 

ninra nnnnra 

„ annnn Br 

racinariFi nn £ 
nnnnn ranor 
nrnnn nuinnl 
□nn mnriRR 
nnrc nncin r 
nnonn nr 
nnnnn nnrf 
nnnncinnnrir 
nnnn nnnnr 
nnmn rannra 


45 POuch 

47 French painter 

46 Nap noise? 

48 Missouri River 
city 

SOPaMd 


51 Vile 

52 Togs 

53 — podrlda 

zr rtf wYttl0 

59 Scottish hat 
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Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


Japanese . Yen 


European Currency Unit 



3 MTHS 
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Swiss Franc 
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Swedish Krona 
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Belgian Franc 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira" 


Saudi Riysd 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari RiyaJ 
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Insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


Services Sector 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
hading world currencies and gold against die dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2822/27 

1.6375/85 

1.8370/90 

1.4820/30 

33.60/64 

5.5870/920 

1538/1543 

125.31/36 

7.2800/900 

7.0175/275 

6.3525/625 

1.5070/80 

$329.00/329.50 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss frrfncs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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Tuesday January 5th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

p^tMfu M mhnn ffyawaiQafaBrii) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open alt day 
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Jordan’s energy ministry war 
to come up with new electri 



f : V> 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians hope to electricity charges were inadequ- 


receive a few dinars more on their 
monthly salaries following some 
flash signs that have emerged on 
this issue from official and par- 
liamentary sources. But, may be 
after a salary increase to civil 
servants this year, Jordanians will 
have no choice but to cover the 
large deficit of the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA) by paying 
higher charges for electricity. 

According to Energy and Natu- 
ral Resources Minister Ali Abui 
Ragheb, the government is cur- 
rently conducting an in-depth and 
comprehensive study on electric- 
ity pricing and the charges will be 
hiked very carefully, gradually 
and in the most sensible and fair 
manner taking into consideration 
the tight budget of Jordanian 
households and the interests of 
industries, traders, farmers and 
other economic sectors. 

The increases will not be in 
the next few days. We are now 
working on a thorough research 
on the best possible ways to raise 
electricity charges and the deci- 
sion will come later from the 
Prime Ministry," the minister 
said Monday night without spe- 


ate and have resulted in the treas- 
ury carrying a big subsidy at a 
time when the government’s 
structural adjustment programme 
stipulates eliminating, or greatly 
reducing, all kinds of subsidies. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb said that the 
government had successfully en- 
ded in 1991 the subsidies on 
petroleum products and that it 
might even collect JD 30 million 
from 1992 sales of petroleum 
products. 

The government subsidised 
petroleum products by about 
JD 33 million in 1990 following 
fouT years (1986-1989) during 
which the government profiled 
JD 93.4 million, JD 78.6 million, 
JD 58.8 million and JD 5 million 
respectively. 

Prior to 1986, the treasury sub-' 
sidised petroleum products by 
large amounts, the peak of which 
•was in 1982 when the petroleum 
subsidies reached JD 40.8 mil- 
lion. 

The minister, addressing about 
250 prominent businessmen and 
government officials attending 
the fifth economic forum orga- 
nised by the Jordanian Business- 


cifying even an approximate 'men Association, spoke in detail 


time. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb revealed this 
important information after he 
was pressed by the Jordan Times 
"to spell it out" having circum- 
vented the issue when he men- 
tioned that JEA would not be 
privatised because it was operat- 
ing un economically. 

"The private sector eyes profit- 
able state-owned entities and 
JEA cannot be one of them be- 
cause it has accumulated JD 45 
million in losses due mainly to the 
dinar devaluation and the large 
amounts JEA pays in debt ser- 
vice." the minister said. 

The JEA. which generates and 
supplies electric power through- 
out the Kingdom and also distri- 
butes electricity in the southern 
regions and the Jordan Valley, 
sells the electric power for 31.7 
fils per kilowatt hour while incur- 
ring 34 fils in production cost per 
each kilowatt hour. 

As such, the minister added. 


about the following five major 
areas in the energy sector. 

1) Oil and petroleum products 

2) Exploration for oil and natural 
gas 

3) Mineral wealth 

4) Electric power 

5) Solar and wind energy. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb said Jordan's 
petroleum and gas production 
constitutes only 3.7 per cent of 
the Kingdom's primary energy 
needs. As such, he added, oil is 
Jordan's largest import item, the 
bill of which exceeded, in some 
years, all the income the country 
had earned from exports. 

In 1991. Jordan's oil bill was 
JD 274 million representing 10 
per cent of the Kingdom's gross 
domestic product or 35 per cent 
of exports. Oil accounted for 16 
per cent of all imports. 

The minister highlighted the 
energy section from another 
angle when he mentioned that the 
accumulated investment in ener- 
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1.770 

3. MOO 

3.7SO 

13.148 

2.430 
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3.400 

39.938 
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1.850 
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4.700 

4.700 
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3.310 

3.330 

10,986 
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5.790 
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11.900 
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130.000 

139.000 

139.003 

3.050 
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03.435 
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3.550 

3.550 
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714 

2.390 
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2.3BO 

51,391 

3.390 

3.400 

3.360 

131.553 

1.590 
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19,970 

0.790 
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2.710 

3.700 

2.680 

43.740 

1.100 

1.810 

1.810 

70,130 

4.660 

4.640 

4.650 

173,900 

1-530 

1.570 

1.540 

151,371 

1.320 

1.310 

1.190 

66, 149 

0.930 

0.920 

0.940 

3, 398 

1.590 

1.510 

1.510 

61,319 

2.140 

3.120 

2.130 

6,873 

2.660 

2.650 

3.650 

48.803 

11.800 

13-700 

11.600 

40.156 

7.390 

7.380 

7.300 

93,175 

6-800 

6.160 

6.700 

133,330 

35.940 

36.300 

25.800 

20,035 

5.980 

5.980 

5.970 

11,215 

11-500 

11.460 

11. 360 

36.203 

4.01D 

4.910 

3.9B0 

38.330 

11.450 

11.300 

U -300 

1,970 

6.600 

6.600 

6.560 

31,334 

0. BOO 

0.800 

0.790 

43,060 

4.850 

4.880 

4.900 

17,645 

3.570 

3.510 

3.44C 

199,637 

4.660 

4.613 

4.63C 

37,368 

1.06O 

1.050 

1.04C, 

158. 978 

34.700 

15.100 

IS. Oft' 

3,300 

4.500 

4.400 

4.40i 

3,658 

3.690 

3.650 

3.681 

19.573 

2-950 

2.980 

2.99' 

93.848 

1.630 

1.630 

1.61 

80.633 

3.410 

3.410 

3.18 

405 

1.610 

1.630 

1.63 

343,915 

9.930 

8.900 

8.7D 

2,733 

4.960 

4.930 

4.93 

179,468 

1-830 

1.830 

1.79 

251,146 

3-oso 

3.100 

3.20 

30,838 

0.730 

0.730 

0.73 

161,455 

6.910 

5.920 

5.B5w 

343,777 

3.220 

3.230 

3.330 

10,130 

3-330 

1.210 

1.230 

1,335 

0.51O 

0.530 

0.540 

68,972 

2.26D 

3.170 

2.160 

7,408 

9.520 

9.500 

9.350 

4,316,799 
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Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


BLACK RAIN 

Shows: 12:30, 3 JO, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 

Thu.+Fri. special show for children at 
11:00 am. 

The Fox And The Hound 
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Tel: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


“Welcome New World Order” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25, 1 993 following the theatre’s holiday 
Happy New Year 
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gy fields amounted to JD237 
million ($678 million) during the 
five yeare (1986-1990). The elec- 
tricity share was the highest at 
JD 160 million, or 68 per cent of 
Lhe total, while investments on oil 
and gas exploration and produc- 
tion totalled JD 46 million or 19 
per cent. Investments on de-. 
veloping refinery operations, 
transporting, storing and distri- 
buting crude oil and petroleum 
products totalled JD 25 million. 

Energy investments over the 
1993-1997 period are estimated to 
rise to a JD 500 million total. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb said about 
JD 275 million would be spent by 
the JEA to build gas turbines, 
transformer stations and the 
second phase of the Aqaba Ther- 
mal Power Station with a 260- 
megawatt generating capacity. 

Other investments will include: 

1) JD 38 million to Amman and 
Irbid electricity companies. 

2) JD 27.5 million to electricity 
433 small villages under the rural 
electrification project. 

3) JD 105 million to build stor- 
ages for crude oil and petroleum 
products at the site of the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Co. and at 
Aqaba and other stations. The 
money will also finance the 
purchase of fuel tankers, upgrad- 
ing some refinery units and de- 
veloping the tankers' plant. 

4) JD 84 million for the Natural 
Resources Authority to finance 
exploration projects and other 
geological, geophysical and tech- 
nical programmes. 

The minister reviewed the 
energy consumption pattern from 
1975 until 1991 and noted that 
during the boom of the 70s Jor- 
dan’s annual energy consumption 
growth was about 15 per cent but 
the growth rate declined to 3.5 
per cent a year from 1983 until 
1989. 

However, Jordan's consump- 
tion of primary energy in 199* 
amounted to 3,275 millio n tonnes 
equivalent of oil (MTEO). one 
per cent less than in 1990. 

In 1992, energy consumption 
was expected to be 3,670 MTEO, 
12 per cent higher than 1991 . due 
to population growth and in- 
creased economic activities. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb explained 
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Ali Abui Ragheb 

that transportation topped energy 
consumption in 1991 having re- 
corded 1010 thousand tonnes 
equivalent of oil (TTEO) fol- 
lowed by electricity companies — 
957 TTEO. 

The minister calculated that in 
1991 the per capita energy con- 
sumption was 842 kilogrammes 
equivalent of oil and that the 
figure would most likely be 912 in 
1992. 

He pointed out that 42 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s total energy 
consumption went for transporta- 
tion, 20 percent for industries, 18 
per cent for households and 20 
per cent for other economic func- 
tions such as fanning and com- 
mercial. 

Hie minister gave his a jdier.ee 
further important figures saying 
that by the year 2000 Jordan's 
electricity consumption was pro- 
jected to reach 5.S00 gigawatts 
hour, up from 2.i41 gigawatt 
hour consumed in 1991. 

Estimating 1992 energy con- 
sumption to total 3,405 gigawatt 
hour, he could only provide a 
breakdown for 1991 when, he 
said, industries consumed 38 per 
cent, households 29 per cent, 
commercial businesses 9.6 per 
cent and water pumping 17.5 per 


cent of the total electricity ener- 
gy- 

According to statistics pro- 
vided by Mr. Abui Ragheb elec- 
tricity subscriber number nearly 
542.400 households throughout 
the Kingdom. As such. 98 "2 per 
cent of Jordan's pe culation have 
access to electrical power. 

A step further reveals that per 
capita electrical consumption in 
1991 amounted tc 1.041 kilowatt 
hour, 1.2 per cent less than the 
1990 figure. The minister pro- 
jected the per capita electrical 
consumption in. 1992 to be 1.086 
kilowatt hour. 

The installed capacity, he said, 
was 1.030 megawatts in 1991. The 
Kingdom produced 3.72- gi^a- 
u-gtta. o? power in . ih .- m. ras- 

ter said, adding th-t the »nnu;:l 
production was projected at 6.475 
gigawatt hour by the year 2000 
and 7.464 aica vart hour by 7005. 

Mr. Abui K;.j_i-iel' ouMneJ to 
the audience the future pians for 
his ministry and specifically men- 
tioned the foliowing: 

1) Setting up a national oil com- 
pany which would operate on 
commercial basis to run existing 
oil and gas production sites and to 
explore other potential sites. 

The minister said that approval 
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io set up the company bus been 
obtained from the prime minister 
and studies are being prepared 
that end. 

21 Expanding exploration efforts 
by the Natural Resources Au- 
thority ir, the Airaq. Al Sarhnn. 
Dead Sea and northern Jordan to 
better understand the geological 
situation in those areas. 

3) Attracting more international 
companies to explore for oil and 
gas. 

The minister said that a part- 
nership agreement was signed Iasi 
year with the Korean Hanbo 
company which would spend S!7 
million during five years of ex- 
ploration. 

He noted that several interna- 
tional companies had beer, en- 
gaged to ermlore for oil and gas in 
1986 and 19S7 and that a total of 
$77 million were spent by these 
companies during their explora- 
tion projects. 

Mr. Abui Ragheb beli tiled the 
amount of oil which Jordan cur- 
rently produces saying '.ha: the 
50,0X1 barrels of oil produced ir. 
1991 would not suffice the King- 
dom for one day. 

However, 19?1 gas production 
from Al Risheh iielid amounted to 
5.5 b illion cubic feet .'nbour 118 
TTEO) used to generate electric 
power which contributed so pro- 
ducing 13 per cent of the King- . 
tiom's annual need. 

The minister said there has not • 
been yet a soiid conviction to 
extract oil from oil shales cine to 
the current oi! prices and che 
huge investments needed 
although Jordan has an estimated . 
four billion tonnes of crude oil in 
those shales. 

According to the rr.'vls.sr. >.c 
3ci<u' ar.o wir.c >rr^r_y h- still not . 
pror-.inent source c.’ci”*, * 

although, he said, it eor.slitcte: z 
speciol imponance for ihc future. 

He estirrr.ti.-! tii *: ilvu; 15 y-tv ■ 
jetrr of he •..-ebolir ■: -n 'or:'. u-.y * 
sol or heaters. - "■ 

Mr. Abui Ragheb pointed oJi; ' 
that studies were b-eing conducted ; 
at various large-size plants to find' • 
ways to save energy and that 
other measures were being con-r- ‘ 
dered to exempt or minimise - • 
customs on ensrgy-hc\ing equip-- 
meat. 


Central bank pul 
on Jordan banks 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's central 
bank has told banks to increase 
their provisions to cover the bad 
debts among commercial loans 
worth about 2.2 billion dinars 
($3.2 billion). 

The restructuring will pave the 
way for the banks to write off bad 
debts worth nearly 400 million 
dinars S5S8 million), bankers said 
Tuesday. 

The debts piled up during a 
period of easy credit which led to 
some bank failures in the late 
1980s. 

“Some banks have problem 
loans that' are not covered by the 
necessary provisions and those 
will have to correct their posi- 
tions," said Jack Kattan, assistant 
general manager of Jordan 
National Bank. 

“The central bank does not 
want to repeat the experience of 
1989 and is bent on reducing risks 
of bank failures," he added. Pet- 
ra Bank, one of the country's 
leading institutions, collapsed in 
1989 amid charges of fraud. 

Under the new rules, banks 
have until 1995 to bring provi- 
sions up to the minimum levels 
required to meet tougher criteria 
for evaluating loan collateral. 
Most of the extra reserve funds 
are expected to come from pro- 


To avoid having to raise 
enough reserves to cover all their 
bad loans, they can either li- 
quidate the collateral or write the 
loans off, bankers said. 

“It puts pressure on banks to 
shape up by strengthening their 
capital base,*' said Hani aF Q adi, 
senior deputy manager of the 
Arab Jordan Investment Bank. 

“But it is quite timely, coming 
when their profits are at record 
levels. They can afford to make 
these provisions," he said. 

Banks will probably be able to 
meet the tighter provision re- 
quirements because more than 
300,000 Jordanians forced to 
leave Kuwait during the Gulf 
crisis have generated record pro- 
fits by bringing home large 
amounts of low-cost funds. 

“The central bank could not 
have chosen a better time, with 
banks still dizzy with phenomenal 
growth in deposits that have dou- 
bled in size over the past year," 
said one banker. 

“Now rather than wasting their 
profits on dividends, they have to 
put in some of it to clear the past 
mess,” be added. 

The measures are also designed 


U 

to improve the soundness of per- 
forming loans through a general 
provision that ensures mote 
effective assessment of creditwor- 
thiness, they said. 

Banks may also no longer 
count as assets accumulated in- 
terest on loans after 180 days of 
non-payment. 

They will have to add one to 
two per cent of the annual in- 
crease in their good loans port- 
folio to the general provisions. 

Hani Qaqish, deputy genera! 
manager at the Amman Bank for 
Investments, said that for (he firs; 
time the rules used performance 


as a criterion. Real estate has 
been the traditional coliasera- in 
Jordan's commercial credit poli- 
cies. I 

The measures will also improve 
capital risk management in line 
with new international rules set 
by the Bank for l.-uerrcauoruii . 
Settlement (BIS). 

Jordan’s 20 licensed banks 
have total assets of around 6.? 
billion dinars (59.2 billion’.. De- 
posits. including those in foreign 
currency. 2 re estimated to have 
soared to 4.8 billion dinars (37; 
billion) at the end of 19P2 against ■ 
2.6 billion iS3.8 billion) before 
the Gulf crisis. 
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Mian Restaurant 

Presen ts Nigh t Ir 

Hand 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

■ Two bedrooms, Irving - dining room, kitchen & bath. 

■ Studio of one bedroom, kitchennette & bath. 

Central heating & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman (Zahran quarter) bet. 3rd & 4th Circles 

Owner tel: 667862 - 642351 



AMMAN BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 


The Amman-Baccalaureate School seeks, applications, 
from qualified and experienced full-time teachers for 
vacancies in August 1993. 

Applicants should be bilingual in Arabic and English and, 
for English teaching posts should be native speakers. 
Anticipated vacancies are: 

Middle and Senior Schools Arabic 

Middle and Senior Schools English 

Junior School English and Science 

Middle and Senior Schools Social Studies in English 

Middle School Computing. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
school's reception desk, phone 845572, 847191 
and should be returned by Tuesday 12 January 1993. 
Interviews will be held before the end of Jamary. 




DELUXE FURNISHED PENTHOUSE AND ,• 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms. Location 5tn Ctrcle, the road • 
leading to Abdoun, after the traffic lights turn right then go to ;ne • 
4th street on your left until you reach the crossro 2 as. 

Please -sal!: 818796, 818S92, 642Q72 


^ TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS : 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS . V- ill: OR : 
WITHOUT FURMTIRE , 


JORDAN PROPERTY COa’SJLTASTS ■ 
Tel: 829882/322383 


Fully furnished four-bedroom ground floor apa-toAS' 
360 square metres, spacious salons, built-in J//aicc kitchen,- 
laundry room, four bathrooms, three verandas, independent 
water, electncity. central heating and telephone. European style ■ 
furniture, 4C0 square metre garden, parking area. Location. Si/.th , 
Circle area, Sweifiyeh, opposite the Orthodox Church ensemble ' 
Reasonable rent. 

For more information, please call SITSSG or 32752: 

























































































































Bosnia mediators in last-ditch effort 


GENEVA (API — International 
mediators Tuesday headed for a 
meeting with hard-line Serb Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic in a 
last-ditch push to bring peace to 
Bosnia-Herzegpvina. 

The mediators' spokesman said 
international patience was run- 
ning out after Bosnian Serbs re- 
fused Monday to abandon their 
demand for their own state in 
Bosnia, blocking peace talks in 
Geneva. 

“International pressure cer- 
tainly is very strong to see a final 
result here and not to have these 
talks drag on indefinitely,” 
spokesman Fred Eckhard said. 
“Our time is running out." 

Mr. Milosevic, widely seen as 
the mastermind of armed Serb 
land grabs in Croatia and Bosnia 
over the past 18 months, was due 
to meet mediators Cyrus Vance 
and Lord Owen on Wednesday in 
Belgrade. 

They want to try to persuade 
Mr. Milosevic to put pressure on 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic to accept their peace 
plan. If they succeed, there may 
be a breakthrough when peace 
talks resume next Sunday. 

. The mediators have backed the 
Muslim-led government's insist- 
ence on keeping Bosnia a single 
state. Mr. Eckhard said Tuesday 
there would be “no give on that 
issue." 

In an interview Tuesday with 
(he Associated Press. Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic said 
he fears war will continue in the 
ex-Yugoslav republic even 
though he agreed to sit down with 
enemies he regards as war crimin- 


Mr. Izzetbegovic said be broke 
his vow never to negotiate with 
Bosnian Serb leaders when he 
met them face-to-face over the 
weekend for the first time since 
the Bosnian civil war began nine 
months ago. 

“We had to overcome a lot of 
emotions and to sit at the same 
table with those we consider 
murderers,” he told the AP in 
Geneva, adding that the meeting 
was necessary to give peace a 
chance. 

“And if that doesn't work, I'm 
afraid the continuation of war is 
inevitable, he said. 

If the next round of talks with 
leaders of Bosnia's three warring 
sides produces no movement, 
Mr. Vance and Lord Owen will 
report to the U.N. Security 
Council, naming the faction re- 
sponsible for the deadlock ■ 

Pressure for outside military 
intervention in Bosnia then is 
expected to increase. 

U.S. officials are trying to get 
agreement on a new UN. Security 
Council resolution threatening to 
shoot down Serb military aircraft 
that defy the “no-zone" in Bosnia 
imposed last October. 

Islamic countries are meeting 
next week to decide whether to 
back further help, understood to 
include weapons, for Bosnia's 
Muslim-led government. 

Lord Owen told British Radio 
Tuesday he believes imposing a 
truce and a political settlement on 
Bosnia is better than trying to 
“deal on the fringes" with partial 
solutions such as a “no-fly” zone. 

A three-part compromise pack- 


Phnom Penh warns of 


second Khmer genocide 


PNOM PENH (Agencies) — 
Warning of a second Khmer 
Rouge genocide campaign, the 
Phnom Penh government said the 
hardline guerrillas must join the 
-peace process by month-end or 
face expulsion as outlaws. 

A government statement asked 
“the co-chairmen of the Paris 
international conference of Cam- 
bodia and the U.N. secretary- 
general to closely watch this 
dangerous situation and to take 
.appropriate and necessary actions 
before it is too late, in order to 
safeguard the Cambodian people 
from the second Khmer Rouge 
genocide and to rescue the Paris 
agreements." 

More than one million Cambo- 
dians died in a Khmer' Rouge 
reign of terror between ^April 
1975, when the Maoist guerrillas 
seized Phnom Penh, and early 
1979 when they were ousted by a 
Vietnamese invasion. 

Phnom Penh Prime Minister 
Hun Sen Tuesday accused the 
United Nations Transitional Au- 
thority in Cambodia (UNTAC), 
which is implementing the Paris 
peace agreement, of "lacking 


courage." 

The U.N.'s $2 billion peace 
plan is in serious trouble caused 
by armed opposition by Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas and increasing 
political violence against opposi- 
tion parties. 

Mr. Hun Sen condemned the 
group for violating the Paris 
peace accord and expanding terri- 
tory at the expense of the govern- 
ment and other Cambodian par- 
ties that have cooperated and laid 
down their weapons. 

“So far we have not found any 
measures to rescue the Paris 
agreement from collapse," the 
prime minister told reporters. 

The comments came a day af- 
ter Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
Cambodia’s national reconcilia- 
tion leader, said he would no 
longer cooperate with the U.N. 
peacekeeping operation in his 
country because of politically 
motivated violence there. 

Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
said, however, that his group, 
Funcinpec, would continue to 
cooperate with the peacekeepers 
in carrying out a treaty to end 13 
years of civil war. 


Plutonium ship docks at 


Tokai after ‘secret’ voyage 


TOKAI. Japan ( AP) — A freigh- 
ter carrying 1.7 tonnes of pluto- 
nium docked here early Tuesday 
after a secret two-month voyage 
that provoked protests over 
Japan’s plans to stockpile the 
deadly material for its nuclear 
energy programme. 

The Akatsuki Maru reached 
Tokai port. 1 15 kilometres north- 
east of Tokyo, just after dawn 
Tuesday, flanked by scores of 
escort vessels. 

Officials said it would take 
until Wednesday afternoon to un- 
load the plutonium from the 
freighter, which is docked inside 
the nuclear facility that will pro- 
cess and store the plutonium. 

About 600 anti-nuclear activ- 
ists. outnumbered by some 1.000 
local police, marched through the 
narrow streets of this farming 
village later Tuesday to protest 
the shipment that they say put 
the entire world at risk. 

One speck of plutonium can 
cause cancer. 

Although Japanese officials de- 
clared the Akatsuki Mare's mis- 
sion a success, they expressed 
concern over the intensity of in- 
ternational criticism provoked by 
the secretive plutonium ship- 


Nations along possible routes 
demanded that the ship steer 
clear of their waters. 

Critics of Japan's plan to de- 
velop plutonium as an inexhausti- 
ble source of energy say it will 
contribute to the spread of nuc- 
lear weapons and could encour- 
age other nations, including 
neighbouring China and South 
Korea, to do the same. 

North Korea, itself subject to 
suspicions that it may be develop- 
ing nuclear weapons, vehemently 
denounced the plan as a scheme 
of "Japanese militarists, dream- 
ing of nuclear arming.” 

“The government is gradually 
increasing its capability to make 
nuclear weapons. That means 
Japan would be a military super- 
power," said Yuji Shirai. a Tokyo 
University student who marched 
through Tokai. 

The Japanese government has 
disavowed any intention of put- 
ting the plutonium to military 
use. 

The Akatsuki Maru left Cher- 
bourg, France, on Nov. 7 amid 
clashes with seaborne protesters 
trying to draw attention to 
hazards of the voyage. Green- 
peace ships tagged along during 
part of the trip. 





A man chops branches for friel Tuesday in a Sarajevo cemetery (AFP photo) 


age proposed by Mr. Vance and 
Lord Owen sets out plans for an 
end to hostilities, a new constitu- 
tion and a map dividing Bosnia 
into 10 provinces with wide local 
powers. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic asked for extra time to 
consult with his side. 

“We cannot accept Bosnia as 
one state," Mr. Karadzic con- 
firmed in an interview with the 
AP. 

He said the Serbs would be 
willing to accept a “confederation 
without right to join other 


states." and had given up ideas to 
join a greater Serbia. 


Lord Owen said Bosnia's 
Muslim-led government was will- 
ing to accept the military and 
constitutional plans but had prob- 
lems with some of the boundaries 
on the map. 

The Bosnian war has left at 
least 17.000 dead — although the 
Bosnian government says the true 
figure is nearer 200,000 — and 
driven about- one million people 
out of their homes. 

Lord Owen urged the interna- 


tional community Monday to de- 
lay military intervention until the 
outcome of the second round of 
talks but warned the Serbs 
against “indefinite delaying ac- 
tion." 


Mr. Izetbegovic said the Serbs 
must agree to an independent, 
sovereign state and to put their 
heavy weapons under U.N. con- 
trol. He rejected a confederation ‘ 
comprised of nations of single 
ethnic groups, saying it would 
validate the terror policy of 
"ethnic cleansing." 


Convict 
hanged in 
Washington 


Compromise possible on 
Hong Kong reforms — Patten 


WALLA WALLA, Washington 
(AP) — Three-time child-killer 
Westtey Allan Dodd, who asked 
that be be afforded the same 
treatment he gave one of hia 
victims, was executed early Tues- 
day in the nation's first hanging in 
28 years. 

The 3I-year-old shipping clerk 
was pronounced dead at 12:09 a.m. 
(0809 GMT), four minutes after a 
prison official pushed a button 
that opened a trap door and sent 
Dodd’s hooded body the two- 
and-a-third-metre length of his 
gallows rope. 

The state supreme court 
cleared the way for the execution 
when it issued a one-sentence 
ruling late Monday rejecting a bid 
by 26 Washington residents to 
halt the hanging as creel and 
unusual punishment. The vote 
was 7-1. 

It was Washington State's first 
execution since' 1963. 

The last hangings in the United 
States were in 1965 in Kansas, 
when four murderers were put to 
death. Among them were 
Richard Eugene Hickock and 
Perry Edward Smith, the subjects 
of Truman Capote's book “in 
Cold Blood.” 

Dodd, who killed three chil- 
dren. bad dropped all appeals 
and asked to die because “I will 
kill and rape again and enjoy 
every minute of it.” 

He chose hanging over lethal 
injection because, he said, he had 
hanged his youngest victim’s 
body in a doset after killing him. 

“I was once asked by some- 
body, I don’t remember who, if 
there was any way sex offenders 
could be stopped.” Dodd said in 
his final statement. "I said no. I 
was wrong. 

“I was wrong when I said there 
was no hope, no peace. There is 
hope. There is peace. I found 
both in the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Look to the lord and you will find 
peace.” 

Death penalty opponents 
staged prayer meetings, vigils and 
demonstrations across the state in 
the hours before the execution. 

Dodd was sentenced to death 
in 1970 for the 1989 sex murders 
of three boys in Washington's 
Vancouver area. The crimes were 
so grisly that some of the jurors 
who sentenced him sought 
psychiatric help afterwards. 

Governor Booth Gardner re- 
jected requests from death penal- 
ty foes to commute Dodd's sent- 
ence to life in prison. 


LONDON (R) — Hong Kong 
Governor Chris Patten says there 
is room for compromise on plan- 
ned democratic reforms for the 
British colony and he hopes the 
final proposals will be acceptable 
to China. 

“The British government has 
made it clear that it doesn't want 
to go further than the people of 
Hong Kong want to go, and it 
doesn't want to go less far," he 
said in an interview with the 
London Evening Standard. 

“That is a wholly honourable 
position and one on which we’ll 
take our stand," he added. 

Asked whether there was room 
for compromise, be said: “It’s 
perfectly possible... I hope that 
the proposals we come up with 
eventually are regarded as 
acceptable by the present 
sovereign power (Britain) and the 
future sovereign power (China)." 

Britain is due to hand back 
control of Hong Kong to China in 
1997. 

China has relentlessly 
threatened Hong Kong with dire 
consequences since Mr. Patten 
announced reform proposals in 


October which would effectively 
allow Hong Kong people to elect 
the majority of the colony's legisl- 
ature for the first time. 

Mr. Patten has challenged Chi- 
na to come up with better propos- 
als for elections due in 1995. 

But Peking has refused to join 
the debate and has demanded 
that Mr. Patted withdraw the 
entire package. 

China said Tuesday British ac- 
tions will determine whether 
foreign ministers of the two coun- 
tries will be able to meet in March 
as scheduled to discuss Hong 
Kong. 

“The next meeting should be 
held in Pelting in March this year. 
The bolding of the next meeting 
depends on what the British side 
will do,” a Foreign' Ministry 
spokeswoman said by telephone 
in answer to a question. 

She did not elaborate. 

Under a 1991 Sino-British 
agreement, British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd is due to 
hold talks with his Chinese coun- 
terpart Qian Qichen in Peking in. 
March as part of a series of 
six-monthly meetings. 


Bangladeshi marchers disperse 
carrying their dead in shooting 


DHAKA (Agency) — Muslim 
protestors Tuesday called off 
their “long march" to India and 
carried home the bodies of five 
people killed by Bangladesh 
police who stopped the march 12 
kilometres short of the border. 

United News of Bangladesh 
said more than 100 people were 
wounded Monday when para- 
military troops fired on the pro- 
testors, who had stormed across 
police barricades intending to 
march to the northern Indian 
town of Ayodhya to rebuild a 
mosque demolished last month 
by Hindu extremists. 

Police in the frontier town of 
Jessore said the last of the protes- 
ters left Tuesday morning, and 
the town was returning to nor- 
mal. 

A call for a general strike and a 
day of mourning for the casualties 
of the confrontation went mostly 
unheeded in Jessore and in Dha- 
ka, the capital. 

The official death toll was two, 
but journalists accomp:nymg the 
march said five people were kil- 
led. 

Maulana Azizul Huq, an orga- 
niser of the march, declared it 
over, but he threatened to restart 
tiie campaign to force India to 


rebuild the 16th century mosque. 
He did not elaborate. 

Hindu militants tore down the 
mosque, which they said had 
been built by Muslim invaders 
who destroyed a temple marking 
the birthplace of Lord Rama, an 
important Hindu deity. 

The mosque's destruction pro- 
voked anti-Hindu riots in Bang- 
ladesh and Pakistan, India's two 
Muslim neighbours. Hindus com- 
prise 10 per cent of Bangladesh's 
110 million people. 

A group of some 5,000 protes- 
ters who continued towards the 
Indian border were dispersed by 
pQlke as soon as they reached the 
border town of Jhikafgacbha 
Monday night. 

The Bangladesh government 
has ordered an immediate inquiry 
into the violence and appealed to 
people in the area to exercise 
restraint. 

Officials said security forces 
were still on alert. 

“The march has temporarily 
ceased, but that doesn't mean it is 
all over,” one official said. 

The marchers set off on Satur- 
day from Dhaka, 200 kilometres 
away, shouting “Our faith is in 
danger. We must protect it with 
our blood.” 


Mulroney reshuffles cabinet; woman takes defence portfolio 


OTTAWA (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Brian Mulroney announced 
cabinet changes Monday, but 
stopped short of the wholesale 
retooling that might be expected 
before an election. 

The last shuffle took place in 
April 1991. and the current gov- 
ernment reaches five years in 
office this November. 

Mr. Mulroney has said he has 
no intention of resigning, but 
polls indicate he remains the 


professor of Soviet studies. 

Mr. Mulroney also accepted 
the resignations of five ministers. 

He said the changes were made 
to reduce the size of cabinet from 
39 to 35 and to prepare for policy 
initiatives to be outlined next 
month. 

Out of the cabinet are Marcel 
Masse, Jake Epp. Robert de Cot- 
rel, Gerald Memthcw — all 
ministers in Mr. Mulroney's ori- 
ginal 1984 cabinet — and William 


lightning rod for political discon- -Winegard. They have said they 


tent in Canada and that his parry 
would be better off with another 
leader. 

Under the latest changes, Kim 
Campbell will become the firet 
woman to serve as Canada’s de- 
fence minister. Ms. Campbell, who 
has been mentioned as a possible 
Mulroney successor, is a former 


would not run in the next elec- 
tion. 

A newcomer is backbencher 
Pierre Vincent, taking consumer 
and corporate affairs job. 

Ten ministers were shuffled. 

“There will be another structu- 
ral shuffle before the election," 
Mr, Mulroney said. 


Ms. Campbell took the defence 
and veterans affairs jobs vacated 
by Mr. Masse and Mr. Mer- 
rithew. 

Pierre Blais moved to justice 
from consumer and corporate 
affaire. He also acquired mem- 
bership on several key commit- 
tees of cabinet, where fine points 
of policy are worked out. Mr. 
Blais is already co-chairman of 
the conservatives' re-election 
campaign. 

Joe Clark kept the constitu- 
tional affairs portfolio. Mr. Clark 
has said he was considering leav- 
ing politics; until he does, he will 
have a new role — running the 
cabinet committee that will over- 
see a revamping of soda! prog- 
rammes. 

Others moved include: 

— Bill McKnight to energy. He 


left the Agriculture Department 
to Charlie Mayer, who merged 
the job with his old one as minis- 
ter for grains and oilseeds. 


and immigration from minister of 
state for environment. 

With the Exception of Ms. 
Campbell, ail potential lead- 


— Associate Defence Minister ership aspirants — External 
Mary Collins became minister of Affairs Minister Barbara 


state for Western diversification 
and continues as minister re- 
sponsible for the status of 
women. 

— Monique Landry, who re- 
placed Mr. De Co tret as secretary 
Of state. 

— Monique Vezina, who re- 


McDougall, environment Minis- 
ter Jean Charest, Communica- 
tions Minister Perrin Beatty and 
Employment Minister Bernard 
Valcourt — stayed put. 

Ms. Campbell, who has been 
able to reform such controversial 
areas as human rights and gun 


placed Ms. Landry as minister of control legislation, takes on a 


state for external relations and 
retained a title as minister for 
seniors. 


high-profile, high-risk portfolio. 

In the post-cold war world, 
Canada's peacekeeping commit- 


— Tom Hockiri added the sd- ments are increasing. At the same 


ence ministry to the small busi- 
ness portfolio he already had. 


time troops are being cut and 
there are widespread calls to 
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cheney leaves road open to White House run 


WASHINGTON (R) — Outgoing Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
said Monday that he would consider a presidential run in 1996. Mr. 
Cheney also told reporters he is worried about U.S. military cuts 
planned by President-elect Bill Clinton in the face of instability in 
Russia. Tm worried about it. Obviously I disagree with the 
positions put forth by Governor Clinton with respect to the overall 
size of the defence budget,” he said. Mr. Cheney, White House 
chief of staff under President Gerald Ford in the mid-197(te and a 
former Republican congressman from Wyoming, said he looked 
forward to a possible return to politics after he is replaced by Mr. 
Clinton's nominee for defence secretary, Democratic Congressman 
Les Aspin. Clinton takes office on Jan. 20. "People from time to 


time talk to me about running for president," he said. “...What 
I’ve said is that when the time’s right I will sit down and look at it. I 


haven't ruled anything in. I haven't ruled anything out. It's just like 
military options.” 


Pakistan and India swap nuclear lists 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan and India swapped lists of their 
nuclear rites for a second year despite tense relations between the 
two old foes. The Pakistani Foreign Ministry and the Indian high 
commission (embassy) here said the exchange took place simul- 
taneously in Islamabad and New Delhi under an accord aimed at 
easing suspicions about each other’s nuclear capabilities. But 
neither ride disclosed details of the lists, exchanged to comply with 
a 1988 agreement not to attack each other’s nuclear rites. The 
agreement was ratified in 1991 and the first exchange of lists took 
place bn Jan. 1 last year. 


Passive smoking kills 140,000 Europeans- 


LONDON (R) — Passive smoking kills nearly 140,000 people in 
Europe every year thrdagh heart disease and cancers, a British 
scientific report said Tuesday. ‘Tobacco-smoke pollution is the 
most important environmental pollution suffered by non-smokers 
and is the greatest known mass carcinogen in history,” said the 
report, issued by the Association for Non-Smokers’ Rights 
Pressure Group. Of the 139,500 estimated deaths in Europe, the 
report said 15,200 adults died of passive smoking in Germany every 
year, 11,100 In Italy, 10,900 in France, 10,700 m Britain and 7,400 
in Poland. “These figures do not include the deaths of unborn 
children, newborn babies or young infant deaths caused by their 
parents' smoking, so the death toil is even more appalling than the 
adult totals,” the report said. 


3 whites accused of setting black ablaze 


TAMPA, Florida (AP) — The Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) joined the hunt Monday for three white men who allegedly 
abducted a black man, took him to a remote area, robbed him, 
then doused him with gasoline and set him ablaze. It was not 
immediately clear whether they were racially motivated. Christ- 
opher Wilson, 31, suffered second and third-degree burns over 
about 40 per cent of his body during the assault New Year's 
morning. He was in serious but stable condition Monday at Tampa 
general hospital awaiting skin grafting surgery set for Tuesday. 
Federal agents entered the investigation under a recent federal law 
banning carjacking, since Mr. Wilson was abducted at gunpoint in 
his car. FBI Agent Pete Wubbenhorst said. If agents determine the 


attack was racially motivated, they also would pursue a civil-rights 
case, he said. Mr. Wilson's girlfriend, Joan Benoit, said he told her 
the men repeatedly called him “nigger” and made a remark she 


could not explain. “They kept saying, *we got one, and we’ve got 
another one to go,'” Ms. Benoit said. 


Evangelicals ask Clinton to cut Vatican ties 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (R) — U.S. Evangelical Church leaders 
plan a campaign to persuade President-elect Bill Clinton, a Baptist, 


plan a campaign to persuade President-elect Bill Clinton, a Baptist, 
to end Washington’s diplomatic ties with the Vatican which 
President Ronald Reagan established in 1984. The lobbying drive, 
reported Monday by the news agency of the 15-miUion-member 
Southern Baptist Convention, will seek to persuade Clinton to 
refrain from appointing an envoy to the city-state headed by the 


Roman Catholic pontiff on grounds such ties violate the U.S. 
principle of church-state separation. Washington lobbyists for the 


conservative Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission and the 
National Association of Evangelicals said in a letter to various 
liberal and moderate church groups that a proposed coalition may 
be their “final opportunity" to end Washington's formal ties to the 
Vatican. 


Coilor notified of criminal charges 


BRASILIA (AP) — 'The supreme court Monday notified former 
President Fernando Coilor de Mello that criminal charges have 
been filed against him. If found guilty of the corruption and 
criminal association charges, Mr. Coilor could be sentenced to 
eight years in prison. The criminal charges were filed Nov. 12 by 
Attorney General Aristides Junqueira after a police investigation 
into an influence peddling network in the Coilor government. 
After delivering the notification, Jose Julio Reis, the supreme 
court’s director general, said Mr. Coilor cannot leave the country 
without court authorisation. 


Los Angeles sets new homicide record 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Los Angeles residents killed each -other in 
record numbers in 1992, the year the second-largest U.S. city was 
hit by the worst riots this century, authorities said Monday. 
Statistics released by the Los Angeles Police Department showed 
there were 1,063 homicides in the city from Jan. 1 to Dec. 21 of last 
year, 24 more than all of 1991, the previous record. Los Angeles 
traditionally ranks among the nation's murder capitals. Last year's 
figures are expected to go even higher once the official death count 
from 1992’s final week are added in. 


5 killed in shootout in Pakistan 


KARACHI (R) — Five people were kilted and six injured when 
gunmen from a breakaway faction of an ethnic party in Pakistan 
opened fire on rivals in the southern port city of Karachi, officials 
said Tuesday. The gunmen opened fire with Kalashnikov assault 
rifles when five members of the Mahajir National Movement 
(MQM) returned home late Monday from six months in biding 
after the army launched a crackdown on the ethnic-based party. 
“Five people were killed and six injured by terrorists from the 
MQM (Haqiqi) group.” a spokesman for the main MQM party 
said. An army spokesman said the law enforcement agencies were 
investigating the incident, and one person bad been arrested. 


China, India plan to open new land ports 


PEKING (AP) — Indian Industries Minister P J. Kurien and his 
Chinese counterpart discussed plans to open more land ports to 
promote lagging border trade, an official newspaper reported 
Tuesday. Mr. Kurien and Li Lanqing, minister of foreign economic 
relations and trade, agreed that lively border trade would help 
boost overall economic relations between the two countries, the 
China Daily said. It did not say whether the two officials discussed 
the new border trade points in detail. The two Asian giants 
resumed direct land trade a year ago after a break of more than 30 
years by opening a border trade post in Tibet and the Indian district 
of Pithoragarh. China and India fought a brief border war in 1962 
and still dispute parts of their bolder. 
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Hawk with a twist 


SYDNEY (AP) — A scientist 
believes tiny fossil bones recently 
found in a remote comer of 
Northern Australia are those of a 


previously unknown prehistoric 
Hawk able ro twist its feet in any 


direction. “The bird es unlike 
anything else that has been found 
in Australia and does not appear 
to be related to anything any- 
where else,” Australian museum 
ornithologist Walter Boles said in 
an interview with the Sydney 
Morning Herald Tuesday. Mr. 
Botes said the hawk lived about 
20 million years ago in a vast, lush 
rain forest at Riversleigh, now a 
hot and dry fossil site inland from 
the Gulf of Carpentaria about 
1,800 kilometres northwest of the 
Queensland state capital, Bris- 
bane. The bird had ankle joints 
so flexible that it could move its 
feet in all directions at different 
angles to its long legs. This 
allowed it to hang upside down 
from a branch with (me teg as It 
used the other to probe the hol- 
low of a tree for prey, he said. He 
said the hawk represented a new 
genus and species. 


Milken released 
to halfway-house 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Fbrraer 
junk -bond king Michael Milken, 
who came to embody Wall Street 
excesses during the 1980s “de- 
cade of greed,” has been released 
to a halfway bouse after serving 
22 months in prison for securities 
fraud, authorities said Monday. 
Mr. Milken, 46. left the mini- 
mum-security federal prison work 
camp at Pleasanton, California, 
Sunday and must report to an 
undisclosed Los Angeles halfway 
house, prison administrator 
Kathy Morse said. Mr. Milken, 
who paid SI. I billion in fines and 
settlements but is still estimated 
to be worth $500 million, will 
have to observe a 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
curfew until his final release on 
March 2. 


McDonald’s 

launches 

‘McVeggle burger’ 


AMSTERDAM (R) — McDo- 
nald's, the world-wide American 
hamburger chain, launched its 
first meatless burger on Monday 
to cheers from animal rights cam- 
paigners. The "veggie burger" — 
made of potatoes, peas, sweet- 
corn, carrots, onion and spices — 
went on sate at 84 Dutch res- 
taurants -following satisfactory 
test marketing, a McDonald’s 
spokeswoman said 1 . At 4.75 guil- 
ders ($2.60) including a cottage 
cheese and chive dressing, it costs 
slightly less than a big mac. 


Stephanie’s fiance 
loses license 


51 held in Chin; 
for currency foi 


EC to evaluate Kenyan elections 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Denmark, the current European Com- 

. « . . ■ ... . r . .. 


mumty (EC) president, took a largely positive view of Kenya’s 
elections but said Tuesday the EC would take a closer look at 
alleged irregularities. “Despite shortcomings during the prepara- 
tions and certain irregularities during the polling, Kenya has now 
passed a milestone in its political history,” Foriegn Minister Uffe 
Ellemann-Jensen said in a statement. President Daniel Arap Moi 
i beat his nearest rival, Kenneth Matiba of the opposition Fbrd- 
Asili, by about 500,000 votes in the Dec. 29 poll and has officially 
i been declared the winner of Kenya's first multi-party elections in 
; 26 years. 


— Pauline Browes went to close bases to pare down the 
minister of state for employment military infrastrurture. 
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NICE, France (AP) — The father 
of prince Stephanie of Monaco's 
newborn, son lost his driver’s 
license for three months Monday 
as punishment for beating a 
motorist. The sentence by a Nice 
court marked Ducruet's second 
conviction in a month stemming 
from fights over driving disputes. 
The court found Ducruet, 28, 
guilty of beating Francis Clarys 
45, whose exit from a parking lot 
June 17, 1990 cut off Ducruet as 
he drove along the adjacent road; 
Hot words were followed by 
blows. Clarys, a shephered, en- 
ded up in a hospital with a broken 
nose, split lip and skull fracture: 
On Dec. 1 1, Ducruet was ordered 
to pay 1,000 francs damages to 
Jean -Christi an Raymond, a doc- 
tor, for hitting him and denting 
his car with locks after a dispute* 
over tailgating. Ducruet, a 
Frenchman, was Stephanie’s 
bodyguard until he was fired by 
her father. Prince Rainier, after 
she became pregnant with Duo- 
tuet’s child. Their son, Louis, was 
bom in November. Stephanie has 
said she plans to marry Dumiet, 
but no date has been seL Ducruet 
told the magazine Paris-Match 
that he wants to drive in the - 
grueling Monte Carlo Rally car 
race. 


